
  

  

How to Wait on the Lord 
Bryan Garlock 

 In Luke chapter three, John the 
Immerser prepared the way of the coming 
Messiah. More specifically, John’s purpose 
was to “turn many of the children of Israel 
to the Lord their God… to make ready for 
the Lord a people prepared” (Luke 1.16-
17). 

In our reading of chapter three we learn 
how the people were to prepare for the 
coming of the Christ. Likewise, we can 
learn how we are to prepare for the 
coming resurrection (1 Cor. 15). 

The first way the people prepared 
themselves was to be baptized by John 
(Luke 3.7). It was this baptism that 
indicated the people were willing to follow 
John’s teaching as his disciples. We learn 
from Mark’s account that this baptism was 
a “baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins” (1.4) and that the 
people confessed their sins (1.5), 
indicating their humility and their 
willingness to own their sins. 
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GOD’S PLAN FOR SALVATION 
 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

    33; Romans 10:9-10 

Be Baptized in His name ….…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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As noted, it was a baptism of 
repentance. John continued, “Bear 
fruits in keeping with repentance” 
(Luke 3.8); meaning, the sin must cease 
and godly works must follow — a 
proving of ourselves that the sin has 
ceased. This may involve restitution or 
ridding ourselves of those things that 
cause us to go back to the sin. John gave 
a promise to all who refuse to repent of 
their sins in preparation for the Lord: 
“Every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire” (3.9). The point is, those who 
continue in sin will surely perish (cf. 
13.3, 5). 

Thus, baptism and repentance was 
necessary for those who chose to wait 
on the Lord. Interestingly, that is 
exactly what Peter calls all sinners who 
desire God’s grace (Acts. 2.38, 41). 

While these things are important, 
there was more to their preparation — 
sanctification — in preparing for Jesus. 



  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 FAMILY TALK 
 

Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  Willie Margaret Mobley, 
Bonnie Allgor, Maxine Burnham, W.H. 
McFerrin, and Francine Davis.  Cards, 
calls and visits are ALWAYS needed and 
appreciated. 
 

The next Ladies Bible Class will be 
Tuesday, October 8th.   
 

Linda Martin’s daughter, Donna Cole, 
and Jordan Avance are both 
recuperating from surgeries. 
 

REMEMBER our Gospel Meeting is 
scheduled for Oct. 13-18 with Mark 
Roberts. 
Plan to attend all the services.  And pick 
up some announcements at the back of 
the auditorium to hand out. 
 

Please pick up some invite cards and 
ask for Bible studies. See Bryan if you 

need any help with home studies. 

“And the crowds asked him, ‘What then 
shall we do?’ And he answered them, 
‘Whoever has two tunics is to share with him 
who has none, and whoever has food is to do 
likewise.’ Tax collectors also came to be 
baptized and said to him, ‘Teacher, what shall 
we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Collect no more 
than you are authorized to do.’ Soldiers also 
asked him, ‘And we, what shall we do?’ And he 
said to them, ‘Do not extort money from 
anyone by threats or by false accusation, and 
be content with your wages’” (Luke 3.10-14). 

Thus, we learn how to wait on the Lord: be 
generous to others (11), be fair with others 
(13), and be content with what you have (14). 
These qualities can be found in the God we 
serve and must be found in those who prepare 
their minds and bodies for the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Are you waiting on the Lord? Paul wrote, 
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people, training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 
lives in the present age, waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works” (Titus 2.11-14). BG 

 

And ... 
 

No sermon, however accomplished the 
preacher, can cover a subject completely.  
When the audience is paying attention, 
listeners will often see additional applications 

or references.  Some points in the lesson 
may trigger memories of parallel 
passages or events in other parts of the 
Bible.  Instead of distracting us from the 
sermon, we should jot these thoughts 
down to study later.   

From time to time, I would like to 
provide some additional thoughts for 
study.  I do not intend to detract from the 
sermons or imply anything was lacking.  
These will simply be study suggestions 
related to recent sermons. 

The ideas for study will be given one 
week.  The following week will expand 
some on the ideas.  This will give each of 
you time to consider and study the 
suggestions on your own. 

Here are a couple of thoughts from Jon 
Barry’s excellent lesson on Forgiveness: 

1.  The Greek word for “forgive” is 
primarily translated “to send away”.  
Consider how this compares to the 
“Scapegoat” in Lev. 16 (esp. vs. 21).  (See 
also Heb. 7:27; 9:12; 10:10) 

2.  How is the example of the servant 
who was in prison until he could repay 
his debts in Matt. 18:34 like we who have 
sinned against God?  (Hint:  The only way 
the servant could be released from prison 
was if his debt was paid in full.) 

3.  In Matt. 18:15, Jesus tells us if a 
brother sins against us, we are to go to 
him.  In vs. 21, Peter asks about forgiving 
our brother without including going to 
him first.  Is this a contradiction?  (Hint:  
Luke 17:4.  But also note verse 3.)  What 
is the application for the brother who sins 
against us?  Also, how might 1 Cor. 6:7 
apply in this situation?   

And if any of you would like to include 
notes or thoughts you have from sermons, 
please get them to me.  Bill 

 
Why You Should Not Attend The 

Gospel Meeting 
   Why You Should Not Attend The Gospel 
Meeting. 
  -  You should not attend the gospel 
meeting because you have to. 
  -  You should not attend the gospel 
meeting because someone will get onto you 
if you don’t. 
  -  You should not attend the gospel 
meeting because you really like Mark 
Roberts’ preaching. 
  -  You should not attend the gospel 
meeting because the topics sound 
interesting to you. 
  -  You should not attend the gospel 
meeting because you do not have anything 
better to do. 
   Why You Should Attend The Gospel 
Meeting. 
  -   You should attend the gospel meeting 
because God deserves it. 
  -  You should attend the gospel meeting 
because Jesus died to give us this 
opportunity. 
  -  You should attend the gospel meeting 
because you need it. 
  -  You should attend the gospel meeting 
because your brethren need you. 
  -  You should attend the gospel meeting 
because you don’t have anything better to 
do. 
   I hope I have convinced you of why not to 
come this meeting, thus helping you 
deepen your devotion to worship and 
strengthening you to attend for the reasons 
that you should. You need to be here and 
we need you to be here. Please, worship 
God with us in our meeting.  

 


