
  

  

A Different Doctrine 
Mark Roberts 

We live in challenging times.  More and 
more churches of Christ are adding 
instrumental services.  Women preachers 
seem to be the next “big thing,” as several 
large and influential congregations add 
ladies in the pulpit to their “menu.”  
Attitudes are shifting and shifting rapidly.  
What is more distressing is that even 
among conservatively minded brethren 
talk about Bible authority, “book, chapter 
and verse” or “command, example and 
necessary inference” sometimes is met 
with disdain.  There seems to be a mindset 
that views attempts to be specific about 
what God does and does not allow the New 
Testament church to do is somehow 
legalistic, if not an outright manifestation 
of Pharisaism. 

 visit to 1 Timothy 1:3 may help us.  
Paul there writes “As I urged you when I 
was going to Macedonia, remain at 
Ephesus so that you may charge certain 
persons not to teach any different 
doctrine.”   The term here is an unusual 
one.  Some scholars wonder if Paul didn’t 
coin the term himself.  It is a combination 
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of the term for “teaching” or “doctrine” 
(the Greek word is didasko) and the 
term for “different.”  That term is 
hetero.  We recognize that term because 
we know what it means to be 
heterosexual instead of homosexual.  
“Homo” is the term for “same.”  We 
have homogenized milk, which has 
been processed to be smoothed out and 
have the same consistency.  Homo is 
about sameness, while hetero is about 
being different. 

Interestingly, Paul doesn’t identify 
the teaching and doctrines that trouble 
the church at Ephesus as “false.”  Paul 
can do that.  He is not averse to calling 
something false (2 Cor 11:13; Gal 2:4; 2 
Thess 2:11).  But here instead of saying 
this teaching or doctrine is false he says 
it is different.  Stott notices that Paul 
likes that terminology.  “Similarly, Paul 
complained that the Galatians had 
deserted the grace of Christ for ‘a 
different gospel’ and that the 
Corinthians were being led astray to a 
‘different Jesus’, ‘a different Spirit’ and 
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Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  Willie Margaret Mobley, 
Bonnie Allgor, Maxine Burnham, W.H. 
McFerrin, and Francine Davis.  Cards, 
calls and visits are ALWAYS needed and 
appreciated. 
 

Charles Lansford has been in the 
hospital with pneumonia. 
 

Laci Morris’s father, Homer Young is 
recovering from extensive back surgery. 
 

Pat Buls is scheduled for surgery Oct. 
16. 
 

Philip Moore has recently been 
diagnosed with kidney cancer. 
 

Please pick up some invite cards and 
ask for Bible studies. See Bryan if you 

need any help with home studies. 

heard.  Thus, he doesn’t have to label this new 
teaching “false” because by simply noting it as 
different it is therefore false and to be utterly 
rejected.  They need to go back to the original 
doctrine and turn away from anything different 
from it. 

Therefore, as we face changing practices 
and teachings is it not fair to ask “Is this a 
different doctrine?”  I don’t want to be a part 
of something that displeases the Lord.  I want 
to be a New Testament Christian, believing 
and living according to the original Gospel 
message that the apostles proclaimed.  If 
something is different from that then we must 
all reject it.  It seems to me much that is being 
advocated today is clearly heteros.  If there is 
an argument to be made that somehow these 
things are part of the original teaching, I will 
hear that argument and weigh it carefully.  But 
to act as if everything is acceptable and it is 
legalistic to ask for “book, chapter and verse?”  
Surely not!  Shouldn’t we all want to be sure 
that we are not “teaching a different 
doctrine?”  Paul’s unique term clues us as to 
what it means to follow Christ.  Our adherence 
must be to the original doctrine, and not to 
something different from it. 

 

Things to Ponder 
Joseph Girona 

 

• Is Jesus an occasional guest in your home or 
daily member of your family? I am crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it 
is Christ who lives in me. Galatians 2:20 
• What we live for determines what we see in 
life and gives clear focus to our inner 
vision. Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind." Matthew 
22:37 

• Perfection is more a process of striving 
than a state to be attained, so one' 
perfection is in attitudes constantly 
changing or ever more perfectly reflect 
the mind of God. … because it is 
written, "Be holy, for I am holy. I Peter 
1:16 
• Be content with slow progress. Human 
beings are like plants. They grow in 
stages and those stages cannot be 
accelerated. In due time plants bear their 
fruit and with human beings it is much 
the same. In the proper time and at the 
proper pace we grow into what God 
intends us to become. We grow, 
gradually, imperceptibly, under the subtle 
guidance of god's own spirt. Now for this 
very reason also, applying all diligence, in 
your faith supply moral excellence, and in 
your moral excellence, knowledge, and in 
your knowledge, self-control, and in your 
self-control, perseverance, and in your 
perseverance, godliness, and in your 
godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your 
brotherly kindness, love. II Peter 1:5–7 
 

Two Ways to Keep Members Faithful 
Bill Hall 

 

There are two ways to keep members 
of the church "faithful." 

The first way is to be sure everyone is 
involved. Have a project for each member, 
and make sure that he feels important in 
his role. Praise him for the good job he is 
doing. Make him feel needed; make him 
feel that the well-being of the whole 
congregation rests firmly on his 
shoulders. That will keep him "faithful." 
There are two problems with this 
method. In the first place, it encourages 
the creation of projects that are not 

remotely related to the work of the local 
church. One member plays on the church 
ball team; another leads the Boy Scout 
troop; another is an active member of the 
"Dorcas Society"; another plans the 
program for the men's luncheon. 
Everybody is busy all right, but in activities 
that are not authorized in the New 
Testament. 

In the second place, members are often 
given roles for which they are not qualified. 
A lady is chosen to teach a class, not 
because she is qualified, but because she 
needs to be involved. A man is appointed a 
deacon to help him to be "faithful." Another 
man is appointed to serve the Lord's 
Supper for a month in order to encourage 
him to be present each Sunday that month. 
This method thus places "the cart before 
the horse," for no one should ever be 
assigned any work in the Lord's service 
who is not already faithful and qualified for 
the work to be done (2 Timothy 2:2). 

The second way to keep people faithful 
is to develop within them a genuine love 
for the Lord. When people love the Lord, 
they will be faithful, and it won't take some 
kind of "special" project to keep them 
faithful. They will also be involved: in 
worship, in study, in prayer, in godly living, 
in sharing the gospel with a friend, in 
helping the needy. I have known literally 
hundreds of Christians who have never in 
their lives been appointed to any special 
work, but whose love for the Lord alone 
keeps them faithful. There is no superficial 
faithfulness on the part of these; theirs is a 
faithfulness that is real. 

Special responsibilities are fine for those 
who are qualified, but the man who 
requires some special duty to be faithful 
has never learned what true faithfulness is. 

 

‘a different gospel’ from those they had 
first received” (John R.W. Stott, Guard the 
Truth : The Message of 1 Timothy & Titus, 
page 42).   

How does this help us?  The point is 
simple: Paul can only say the Ephesians 
are being troubled by a different 
doctrine if there is a standard from 
which to differ!  If all teaching is the 
same, if there is no such thing as a 
practice or doctrine that violates God’s 
will, then there is no such animal as “a 
different doctrine.”  Paul is writing to 
Timothy (and by extension to us) urging 
Timothy to return Ephesus to the 
original apostolic doctrine that they had 


