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About Our Sick
Bessie McJunkins is in Room 226 at 
HealthSouth Rehab. She continues to be 
in a lot of pain and discomfort. Recently, 
Lahron has also not been feeling well, 
even going to the ER one day last week.

Pat Winters has improved a little in the 
last few days. He remains in Room 649 at 
Wadley. Unfortunately, Gladys has come 
down with a stomach bug lately, requir-
ing that their daughter take the helm at 
the hospital, waiting on him.

Little Austyn Freeman successfully 
underwent tonsil surgery last week.

Lenita Lansford’s husband, Charles, is 
at UAMS Medical Center in Little Rock, 
undergoing tests. He hopes to return 
home Monday and receive the results of a 
biopsy. Please keep them in your prayers.

Ladies Group
Bonnie Allgor will host the monthly get-
together for the ladies this Tuesday at 10 a.m.

Area-Wide Singing
The Southside church in Sulphur Springs 
will be having an area-wide singing this 
Friday night, May 7th at 7 p.m.

Men We Support
The eldership has decided to start help-
ing to support Greg Groves on a monthly 
basis, bringing the total up to five men.

SUNDAY MORNING
Announcements

Jon Barry

Song Leading
Josh Moore

Lord’s Supper
Jack Calvert 
Mark Davis 

W. H. McFerrin 
Sonny Monaghan

Prayers
Jerry Schnelle 
Melvin Potts

Scripture Reading
John Marc Hinds

Bulletins
Hayden Ellis 
Nathan Scott

SUNDAY EVENING
Announcements

Jackie Jamison

Song Leading
Daniel Allgor

Lord’s Supper
Preston Ellis 

Zack McJunkins

Prayers
Jon Barry 

Dave Massey

WEDNESDAY
Announcements

Sam McJunkins III

Song Leading
Phillip Moore

Prayers
Reese Lunsford 

Daniel Allgor

Invitation
Marc Hinds 

Sermon Notes

Tonight . . .

“Trying to Please Men”
Galatians 1:10

We’ve all been there. We have a window of 
opportunity open up right smack in front 
of us. It is a great chance that suddenly ma-
terializes out of nowhere, allowing us to say 
something about serving the Lord.

Some of us, though, clam up. The window 
closes . . . and we kick ourselves for remain-
ing silent. Why do we do that?

Tonight, we will look at some Bible answers 
to help us overcome our fears and start to 
share our faith with others.

lauds individualistic effort 
and celebrates the “David” 
who triumphs over some 
“Goliath.” Our American en-
trepreneurial spirit encour-
ages a myth of hard work 
overcoming all limitations.

The vanity of this ap-
proach to life is that it is 
not true. The ugly business 
of reality is that we can-
not always work away our 
struggles or overcome our 
difficulties through extra 
effort and sheer determina-
tion. There is no guarantee 
that we can save or store 
enough to always weather 
every storm of life on our 
own. Not all human limi-
tations can be overcome 
through harder work, 
greater imagination, or end-
less determination. Time 
and chance happen to all 
(Eccl 9:11). Death cannot be 
engineered away.

Thus the counsel of 
Ecclesiastes 4:9–12 is a 
response to and a reflection 
on the obsessed toiler of 
4:7–8. These verses imply 
why his work may not be 
simply materialistic, selfish, 
or envious. They present 
three examples of where two 

are better than one. When 
someone falls, a compan-
ion can pick him up, while 
a loner would be left to 
struggle. When one sleeps 
alone, there is no compan-
ion to share the body’s task 
of keeping warm through 
the dark, cold night. When 
one travels alone, there is no 
help if thugs assault. These 
images all present situa-
tions where the limits of the 
lone individual’s work and 
effort may not be enough to 
solve the problem at hand. 
Sometimes the pit one falls 
into is too deep, sometimes 
the night is too cold, some-
times the enemies are too 
numerous, to do it alone. No 
amount of toil can save us or 
make us secure.

As Christians with an 
American culture, we 
need—especially now—
this wise reminder of the 
limits of what we can do 
for ourselves. The recent 
economic turmoil of this 
country has reminded us 
that we can play by the rules 
as individuals and still end 
up on the outside looking 
in. We can provide years of 
dedicated, honest labor for 

our employer and still wind 
up unemployed when the 
company folds or drastic lay-
offs are necessary. We can be 
responsible, live below our 
means, and save and invest 
for retirement only to watch 
those investments shed 
their promise of security 
for our old age in a dramatic 
market decline.

It takes humility to admit 
that we might need the help 
of others, that we are not as 
strong or indispensable as 
we had thought, that we are 
not as secure as our years 
of labor should/could have 
made us. Even as Christians, 
we fear showing our vulner-
ability or our failures to 
our brethren. But time and 
chance happen to all.

And it takes faith to find 
our security in God—pro-
vided on His terms, accord-
ing to His standards, in 
His time—rather than in a 
house we built with our own 
hands, on our own terms, 
in our own time. It is hard 
to live life on God’s terms 
rather than our own. But, 
two are better than one, 
especially when that other 
one is God.� k
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