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Today starts our meeting with Curtis Pope!

“Church” for most of us typically 
involves a gathering of believ-
ers to worship and fellowship. 

Worshipers are drawn together from 
diverse backgrounds and walks of life. 
These believers are committed to loving 
and sharing with each other, rejoicing with 
those who rejoice and weeping with those 
who weep (Rom 12:15). All this makes 
some kind of announcements a practical 
necessity. People need to be informed and 
encouraged about various matters pertain-
ing to the group.

Anyone who has experienced announce-
ments surely knows that some are great 
while others are awful. They range from be-
ing TMI (too much information) to insensi-
tive, from attempts at being funny to being 
absolutely boring, from being wonderfully 
compassionate to repulsively cute. It is not 
unusual to have announcements that are 
too long, too detailed, too repetitive, or too 

complicated. The concern with announce-
ments here pertains especially to their 
affect on worshipers and visitors.

God seeks worship in spirit and truth 
(John 4:24). Early believers felt a sense 
of awe in their gatherings (Acts 2:43). 
Various statements and scenes in the 
New Testament show that worshipers are 
to make melody in their hearts to God, 
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes, 
pray earnestly, give generously, and listen 
attentively. Paul’s picture of a first century 
A.D. assembly indicates that unbelievers 
sometimes visited and this provided an 
opportunity to them to be impressed and 
inspired by the worship (1 Cor 14:23–25).

My concern is that sometimes by the 
time we finish opening and/or closing an-
nouncements, instead of worshipers and 
visitors being inspired and encouraged, 
many are bored, depressed, and detached.

The announcement maker needs to 
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Family Talk
Our Deepest Condolences
Gertie Clemmons passed away from this 
life early Thursday morning. There will be 
a memorial service for her this afternoon 
at 3 o’clock at Memorial Gardens. We all 
mourn with L. G. in the loss of his dear, 
sweet wife of 63 years.

About Our Sick
Pat Winters is at Wadley in Room 649. 
He is not doing well.

Bessie McJunkins returned home after 
spending a few days in the hospital with 
terrible back pain.

Willie Margaret Mobley also returned 
home from the hospital last week.

Bob Woolsey is in a Dallas hospital, 
not doing well right now.

Cathy Monaghan’s brother-in-law, Bill 
Self, is battling lung cancer.

Area-Wide Singings
Announcements for two upcoming area-
wide singings are posted in the foyer.

Duty List
The May duty list is on the shelf.

Guest Preacher
While Marc Hinds is away in a gospel 
meeting, Greg Groves will be preaching 
for us today. The eldership is considering 
helping to financially support him.
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Sermon Notes
feel a sense of responsibility 
to begin or end the worship 
in a way that honors God 
and edifies His people. Here 
are a few suggestions.

Not every one can make 
announcements. Every per-
son has a place and part in 
the body of Christ (1 Cor 
12:27), but it may not be 
to make announcements. 
Volunteering to fill this role 
does not necessarily qual-
ify one to do it. Some men 
speak too softly or become 
too emotional at times or 
just can’t be concise and or-
ganized. Let these men find 
other ways to serve. Find 
the men who do the best job 
at making announcements 
that enhance the assembly, 
and ask them to do it all the 
time. Help others serve in 
different ways.

Carefully define the purpose 
of announcements. We need to 
welcome worshipers to the 
assembly and inform mem-
bers of new information. Let 
this guide what is included 
in the announcements and 
what is decidedly omitted. 
Many announcements suffer 
from overkill and overload. 
They can carve ten minutes 

out of an hour of worship, 
and that’s far too much.

Expect people to listen, under-
stand, and remember. The same 
information does not have 
to be repeated in six differ-
ent venues. Many churches 
have some kind of written 
announcements, often in 
both printed and electronic 
format. We should assume 
and expect people to use 
these means of communica-
tion. This means that for the 
most part repeating orally 
what has been communicat-
ed in other ways is redun-
dant and unnecessary.

We can express compassion, 
love, and care without too much 
detail. Everyone doesn’t need 
to know that sister Smith is 
having her gall bladder re-
moved or that brother Jones 
has kidney stones. Too 
much information! Details 
of surgeries, addresses, 
birthdays, and numbers are 
more effectively communi-
cated in other ways than in 
oral announcements.

We need to be sure announce-
ments appropriately lead into or 
follow worship. The primary 
purpose of our assembly is 
to worship God in reverence 

and awe. Whatever we say 
before or after the worship 
should be directed to en-
hance the worship and not 
be allowed to distract from 
it. Sometimes by the time 
closing announcements 
are over—the sermon re-
hearsed, the details repeat-
ed, and the exhortations 
added—we are worn out 
instead of awestruck, de-
pressed instead of inspired.

I say this as kindly and 
humbly as I can, but some-
body needs to tell brother 
so-and-so that his com-
ments are too repetitious, 
too long, too personal, or 
too much. The church would 
typically be better served 
if someone put his arm 
around the well-meaning 
brother to tell him that he is 
not accomplishing the good 
purpose he thinks he is.

Announcements are best 
and most effective when 
they are prepared, focused, 
and concise. Men, please re-
ceive and use these words in 
the kind and helpful spirit in 
which they are offered. Our 
objective must always be to 
honor God and to encourage 
His people.� k
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