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ABOUT US
Elders

Jack Calvert 
Rodney Ellis 

Sam McJunkins II

Deacons
Mike Davis 

Dave Massey 
Phillip Moore

Evangelist
Marc Hinds 

(870) 772-0746 
marc@txkChurch.com

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday

Bible Study. . . . .    9:30 a.m.
Worship. . . . .      10:15 a.m.
Worship. . . . . . .      6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study. . . . .    7:00 p.m.

www.txkChurch.com

Today starts our meeting with Curtis Pope!

Obviously, the Old Testament does 
not have jurisdiction over us today, 
for as Paul says God has “taken it 

out of the way, having nailed it to the cross” 
(Col 2:14). It does, however, provide us 
great insight into how God thinks, especial-
ly about what is best, both physically and 
spiritually, for his people.

One very important reason for God’s 
command to observe the Sabbath (Ex 
20:8–11) was to give the Jews a very im-
portant lesson on faith. In Ex 24:8,  
God makes a covenant with the children  
of Israel:

So Moses took the blood and sprinkled 
it on the people, and said, “Behold the 
blood of the covenant, which the Lord 
has made with you in accordance with all 
these words.”

In Ex 31 he gives them a “sign” of this 
covenant:

You shall surely observe my Sabbaths; 
for this is a sign between Me and you 
throughout your generations, that you 
may know that I am the Lord who sancti-
fies you.

These actions parallel very closely the 
covenant God made with Abraham in 
Gen 15:8–18 and circumcision, the “sign” 
of that covenant, commanded in Gen 
17:9–11. So just as each male Jew was to 
bear on his body the mark of God’s cov-
enant with Abraham, God chose Sabbath 
observance, which had already been com-
manded in Ex 20, as the sign that was 
to set them apart from the nations. In 
other words, the Lord chose their obedi-
ence to the Sabbath commandment as the 
chief indicator that they put their faith 
in Him and observed His covenant.

The differences between the lifestyle of 
the Israelites of Moses’ day and our own 

Trust Me
Curtis Pope



Family Talk
About Our Sick
Gertie Clemmons is in Room 251-B at 
HealthSouth Rehab. She continues to 
struggle with her appetite.

Pat Winters remains in Room 649. 
Although he is better, it’s been over 
two months since he was last home.

Willie Margaret Mobley is in Room 558 
North at St. Michael.

Bob Woolsey is staying with his daughter, 
Linda, in Dallas. He is not doing well.

Several were sick this past week, includ-
ing Jon Barry and the Minter’s. 

Our Gospel Meeting
It’s finally here! Our Spring meeting with 
Curtis Pope starts today. It will continue 
Monday–Friday (April 18–23) at 7 p.m. 
each evening. We look forward to an 
edifying week.

Teen Devotional
Tonight after evening services, Rodney 
Ellis will host tonight’s teen devotional.

New Deacon Considered
In a week from today, April 25th, we 
are anticipating that Jon Barry will be 
appointed a new deacon. If you have 
any concerns regarding his candi-
dacy, please speak with him or the 
eldership about it immediately. 

SUNDAY MORNING
Announcements
Jack Calvert

Song Leading
Phillip Moore

Lord’s Supper
Rodney Ellis 
Randy Ellis 

Bill Rinehart 
Jerry Schnelle

Prayers
Dee Minter 

Wendell Mobley

Scripture Reading
Preston Ellis

Bulletins
John Marc Hinds 

Caleb Rinehart

SUNDAY EVENING
Announcements

Marc Hinds

Song Leading
Sam McJunkins III

Lord’s Supper
Wendell Mobley 

Mike Davis

Prayers
Bill Brittenham 

Jack Calvert

WEDNESDAY
Announcements

Marc Hinds

Song Leading
Jack Calvert

Prayers
Mike Davis 

Phillip Moore

Invitation
Curtis Pope

Sermon Notes
may obscure what a leap of 
faith this would have been 
for any ancient people. For 
most at that time, staying 
alive required working dur-
ing all daylight hours seven 
days a week. Day laborers 
depended on the wages 
made that day to purchase 
food for supper and the 
next day for their families. 
Therefore, the Law required 
all laborers to be paid the 
day that they worked (Lev 
19:13).

Merchants’ profit mar-
gins were such that seven 
days were usually required 
to meet expenses and make 
a profit. Farmers, while 
sometimes having “down 
time” between planting and 
harvest, were dependent 
on the weather to such an 
extent that observing a 
Sabbath during a busy time 
might mean the difference 
between plenty and want; 
for example, failure to 
harvest before a rain could 
knock ripened grain off the 
stalk and make it irrecover-
able. The Sabbath could also 
be disastrous if an en-
emy attacked on any given 
Saturday.

In addition to the weekly 
observance of the Sabbath, 
God also required sabbatical 
years. In Lev 25:4–5, Moses 
said,

. . . during the seventh 
year the land shall have a 
Sabbath rest, a Sabbath 
to the Lord; you shall not 
sow your field nor prune 
your vineyard. Your har-
vest’s aftergrowth you 
shall not reap, and your 
grapes of untrimmed 
vines you shall not gath-
er; the land shall have a 
sabbatical year.

On the year of Jubilee, each 
fiftieth year (Lev 25:8–12), 
the land also could not 
be worked, so because it 
followed a sabbatical year 
that would mean two years 
in a row the land was to lie 
fallow.

Are you beginning to 
see the implications of the 
Sabbath for each Israelite? 
They wanted to eat all seven 
days but, by covenant, they 
could only work six. If they 
could get by on six days la-
bor, losing over 14% of their 
income would certainly de-
stroy their profit or surplus. 
How could they possibly 

survive without agricultural 
produce one or occasionally 
two years at a time? And 
what about those emergen-
cies? How could they follow 
through with this covenant 
obligation? How would we 
have reacted? God’s implied 
answer to these questions 
was simply “TRUST ME!”

Are our super busy, over-
booked lives an indication 
of a lack of trust in God? 
In our efforts to become 
financially independent 
or to “get ahead,” are we 
neglecting our covenant 
with God? I believe with 
many this is precisely the 
case. Sometimes, a sec-
ond or third job, excessive 
overtime, or a mother with 
small children unnecessar-
ily working (I realize that 
sometimes it is necessary), 
may be striving for an 
absolute security that only 
our heavenly Father can 
provide. We would do bet-
ter to “BE STILL” and know 
that He is God (Ps 46:10) 
and realize that if we “seek 
first His kingdom and his 
righteousness” our Father 
will meet all our needs 
(Matt 6:33).� k
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