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Thanks for worshipping with our church family!

Late in his ministry John the Baptist 
sent two disciples to Jesus with 
this startling question, “Are You the 

Coming One, or do we look for another?” 
(Luke 7:19–20). John appears to have 
doubt about a matter in which he had 
earlier expressed great confidence. How can 
this happen with such a man of faith?

1. Possible Causes of John’s Doubt. The bulk 
of John’s ministry consisted of his strong 
preaching to the multitudes in the wilder-
ness. He was arrested and imprisoned for 
boldly and accurately teaching the will of 
God. His stand of faith was exactly the 
stand God wanted him to make. But now 
he was isolated and soon would be killed. 
This sudden change of lifestyle would cause 
any man great pain. It is at this time that a 
man of conviction would step forward and 
review the very foundations of his faith.

Another possible cause of doubt would 
be John’s lack of knowledge of the details 

and timetable of the execution of God’s 
plan. He preached boldly of the power of 
the Messiah and how He would purge Israel 
of the chaff of unbelievers (Matt 3:7–12). 
John was like every other prophet that 
came before him in that he was given a 
specific, accurate message to deliver, but he 
was not given all the details. We are told of 
how both the prophets that spoke of Christ 
and even the angels from heaven desired 
to know “the rest of the story” but were 
not allowed (1 Pet 1:10–12). Did John have 
a mistaken view of the kingdom as Jesus’ 
own disciples did? Was he expecting a phys-
ical, earthly kingdom? From the outlook of 
the fleshly eye, the ministry of Christ would 
appear to be going nowhere.

2. Jesus’ Response to John’s Doubt. Jesus gave 
the very evidence he needed to erase his 
doubt.

And that very hour He cured many of 
infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; 
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Family Talk
About Our Sick
Gertie Clemmons fell and broke her 
collar bone last week. As a result, she will 
spend a few days at HealthSouth Rehab.

Because he improved enough over the 
past month, Pat Winters has now been 
moved to St. Michael Rehab.

Continue to remember Helen Kinney, 
who is in Dallas while recovering from a 
recent fall that required hand surgery.

Bruce Kinney, Helen’s son, remains at 
Reunion Plaza with a broken leg.

New Directories
The 2010 pocket directories are available 
on the shelf. The picture directories will 
be available next Sunday.

Area-Wide Singing
Remember our area-wide singing, which 
is less than two weeks away.

On Friday, April 2nd, starting at 7 p.m., we 
will have R. J. Stevens, Tim Stevens, Todd 
Dennis and Antony Parsons with us for a 
great evening of singing.

Let your friends, family and co-workers 
know. Postcards suitable for mailing are 
available on the shelf.

Gospel Meeting
Remember also our gospel meeting with 
Curtis Pope. Dates are April 18–23.
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SUNDAY EVENING
Announcements
Phillip Moore

Song Leading
Josh Moore

Lord’s Supper
Russ Freeman 

Bill Brittenham

Prayers
Rodney Ellis 
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WEDNESDAY
Announcements

Sonny Monaghan

Song Leading
Hayden Ellis

Prayers
W. H. McFerrin 

Dee Minter

Invitation
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Respecting the  
Authority of God
Young Adult  

Class Schedule
	 Sunday,. March 21st

Lesson 6
Session 2

Jack Calvert

	 Wednesday,. March 24th
Lesson 6
Session 3

Jack Calvert

	 Sunday,. March 28th
Lesson 6
Session 4

Dee Minter

	 Wednesday,. March 31st
Lesson 6
Session 5

Dee Minter

	 Sunday,. April 4
Lesson 7
Session 1

Sam McJunkins II

	 Wednesday,. April 7

Singing Night

	 Sunday,. April 11
Lesson 7
Session 2
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and to many blind 
He gave sight. Jesus 
answered and said to 
them, “Go and tell John 
the things you have seen 
and heard: that the blind 
see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, the poor have the 
gospel preached to them. 
And blessed is he who is 
not offended because of 
Me” (Luke 7:21–23).

Can you imagine John 
hearing the eyewitness testi-
mony of his disciples about 
the miracles and teaching 
of Jesus? John knew the 
prophecies of Christ, given 
both to the Old Testament 
prophets and to him. Can 
you see him as he reviews 
again this evidence and, as 
a result, says, “Yes, Jesus is 
the Coming One!”?

Did Jesus rebuke and 
show disappointment in 
John because of his doubt? 
No, rather in this very 
setting Jesus gives John 
the highest of praise (Luke 
7:24–28).

3. What About Your Doubt? 
What questions about God’s 
will do you have? Do you 

have a reasonable founda-
tion to know that Jesus is 
the Son of God and the Bible 
is His complete revelation 
(1 Pet 3:15)? Are you run-
ning from doubts about the 
application of God’s will in 
the local church where you 
are a member? Sadly, many 
churches have taught their 
members to run from their 
doubts and to run from an 
honest examination of the 
evidence found in the Word 
of God on a multitude of 
possible questions one may 
have. This approach will not 
lead to a stronger faith.

I will never forget the 
reactions that I received 
as I studied my way out of 
denominationalism and 
later out of a local church 
that had made some serious 
compromises. Men threat-
ened me, others ridiculed 
me, and others gave me “easy 
answers” thinking that I 
would swallow them and end 
my struggle. None of these 
men helped me to find what I 
found after a lengthy, painful 
struggle—a faith upon which 
I could stand and defend to 
myself and to others.

From my experience, I 
have found some who have 
the weakest faith are the 
very ones who try to proj-
ect the greatest confidence. 
From the Pharisee who 
scoffed at how anyone could 
disagree with him, to the 
one who loudly proclaims 
God’s grace but lives in sin, 
these all have one thing in 
common—they will not 
open their hearts and test 
the doubts that actually 
exist in their hearts with 
an open Bible. They will, 
however, try to silence those 
with whom they disagree by 
using their tongues to attack 
or by using other forms of 
intimidation.

My prayer for you is that 
you begin this struggle for a 
stronger faith and that you 
will not abandon the strug-
gle. Do not let men enslave 
you in fear and doubt.

But without faith it is 
impossible to please 
Him, for he who comes 
to God must believe 
that He is, and that He 
is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him 
(Heb 11:6).� k
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