


Intentions Won't Get It
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When? And what’s wrong
with today? Intentions
won't get it, folks. You can
only get involved when you
participate with someone
in something, become a
part—a working part. The
“someone” is other brethren
and the “something” is the
work you’ve decided to do
together.

Paul speaks of joint par-

ticipation in Rom 12:

For as we have many
members in one body,
but all the members do
not have the same func-
tion, so we, being many,
are one body in Christ,
and individually mem-

bers one of another.

We’re individuals who are
melded together in the fight
against sin and ungodli-
ness. And we're together

in our common worship of
the Father, in our desire to
bring others to Him. We're
together, and being to-
gether takes work, patience,
understanding; and it takes
time. But it doesn’t just
happen. It’s a planned ac-
tion. Intentions don’t work,

folks.

I seriously doubt
that anybody is going to
heaven alone. You will go
with someone and you
will take someone. Just as
somebody loved us enough
to tell us about the Lord and
His salvation, it’s up to us to

pass it on. Not just

And you don’t have to be
a Bible scholar to teach the
word. All you need is a note
pad and a knowledge of the
Scriptures broad enough
to tell someone what you
did to be saved. Following
the great commission in
Matt 28:18, Jesus said,

intend to, mind you,
but to do it. Everybody
intends to talk to their
family, to their neigh-
bor, but that won’t get
it. You have to run the
risk. And if you lose a
friend over it, it's no more
than what the Lord did.
“As many as were scat-
tered abroad went every-
where preaching the word”
we are told in Acts 8:4. Not
just the preachers, not just
the elders, but “as many as
were scattered.” Everybody
has the responsibility to
pass on the message of
the risen Savior and His
salvation. It may be that
the great deficiency of the
church in this age is the
failure of its members to get
involved in teaching oth-
ers. Oh, they intend to. But
intentions won'’t get it.
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“...teaching them to ob-
serve all things that I have
commanded you.” What

did He just command? “Go
therefore and teach all na-
tions,” that’s what. Maybe
you intend to do it but you
don’t have the ability? Then
help someone else do it. Be a
part. One thing is certain: it
needs to be told. And inten-
tions won’t get it done; you
have to get on with it.

When it’s all said and
done and you stand before
the bar of judgment, can
you say to the Lord, with
a clear conscience, “Lord,

I intended to”? @
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