MARC’'S REMARKS
The Counsel of the Wicked

How blessed is the man
Who does not walk in the counsel
of the wicked,
Nor stand in the path of sinners,
Nor sit in the seat of scoffers.

—Psalm 1:1

Advice is plentiful. You can get it almost
anywhere on any subject: making or sav-
ing money, losing weight, building better
relationships, planning for retirement,
improving your golf game, the best get-
aways, rearing children, home repairs—
the list is endless.

Not all advice is of equal quality. Some
comes from the successful, some from
those who have failed. (I remember a few
years back hearing Elizabeth Taylor advis-
ing about how to have a successful mar-
riage!) Some is valuable, but some isn’t
worth the time it takes to listen to it.

The blessed man does not follow the
advice of the wicked or ungodly (NKJV).
The problem is not just when they advise
a sinful course; that is obviously flawed.
The problem is that even honest, decent,
respectable people may give faulty advice
because God is not their focus. His will
and the priorities He sets must always
be the main consideration. “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge”
(Proverbs 1:7). 2

—Frank Himmel
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The Difference between “Being Led” and “Following”
David McClister

t has been said that most people are, by

nature, followers, and that leaders are

less numerous. The truth of that vague
statement might be debated in several
ways, but [ wish to explore the idea of being
a follower. It is not, I think, as common as
it is usually supposed. It may be generally
true that most people are content to follow,
but I do not think that accurately describes
the group as a whole. There are, I would
suggest, at least two different kinds of fol-
lowers: those who are passive, and those
who are active. Passive followers want to
be led, but active followers are willing to go
where the leader goes.

Jesus encountered both types while he
was on this earth, but the passive follower
was apparently the more common type.
Many people would go out to see and hear
Jesus if he was in the vicinity, but relatively
few would leave their locale and follow

Jesus elsewhere. Many people wanted Jesus

to give a simple answer to a question or set-
tle an argument. “Tell my brother to divide
the inheritance with me” (Luke 12:13), “Are
you the expected one?” (Matt 11:3), “Tell
us, is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not”
(Matt 22:17), or “When will these things be,
and what will be the sign?” (Mark 13:4).
This kind of discipleship requires no
thought, it is well-removed from any
personal challenge and requires no effort,
no sacrifice, no change. It is an interest in
Jesus for the sake of what he might be able
to do for us to make Christianity simpler.
The passive kind of follower only wants to
be told the answer to his question or what
do to. He does not want to grapple with
the deeper issues concerning our questions
or our behavior. He does not want to be
challenged or to work through the answer
given in the deep truths of God. Like the
rich young ruler, he does not want to be

confronted about his attitude, and he




FAMILY TALK
About Our Sick

Pat Winters has been moved to the

6th floor at Wadley. Here he will, due to
his condition, be better able to receive
dialysis and rehab all at the same time.

Bessie McJunkins was back with last
week, as was Marge Cowman.

Pete Rowland received a favorable
report from his doctor last week.

Bob Woolsey was in the hospital
recently with a contagious infection.

Area Gospel Meetings

Viking Drive in Bossier City has Bob
Harkrider with them, starting today and
going through Wednesday (Feb. 21-24).
Weeknight services are at 7 p.m.

Starting this Friday, the Southside
congregation in Mt. Pleasant will have
a weekend youth series (Feb. 26-28).

In two weeks, starting on March 7th,
the Southside congregation in Sulphur
Springs will have Bruce Reeves with

them for a Sunday-Wednesday meeting.

For additional details on each of these
three meetings, see the flyers posted on
the bulletin board in the foyer.

Our Area-Wide Singing

In a little over a month, we will have
our annual area-wide singing. Mark
your calendars for Friday, April 2nd.
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certainly is not open to
much criticism concerning
his life or his character.

Dare [ suggest that such
followers of Jesus still ex-
ist today? What preacher
among us cannot amply tes-
tify to the numerous occa-
sions in which someone in a
tangled mess of divorce sim-
ply wants the preacher to
tell them if their current sta-
tus is “OK” or not? Haven’t
we been asked repeatedly
for a definition of “modest”
in terms of clothing reach-
ing a certain part of the
body? Who has not heard
repeated calls for preaching
that is heavy with “applica-
tion”? Tell people what they
need to do, get down to the
requirements, translate it
into a set of actions that we
can perform. Tell us what
the right answers are.

While Jesus did make
“application” of his teaching,
you may notice from the gos-
pels that he consistently re-
fused to give simple answers
to questions about behavior
or what it takes to be right
before God. His “applica-
tions” were actually illustra-

tions of his teaching, not

just laws for disciples. Jesus
challenged people to grapple
with their character flaws,
challenged their pet sins and
their misguided presupposi-
tions. He called on people to
think about the meaning of
a passage of Scripture, not
just what it said.

Accordingly, it is not
the job of the preacher to
cater to this passive kind of
discipleship or to encour-
age it by setting himself up
as the man who has all the
answers, nor should elders
allow themselves to be seen
primarily as the men who
make the rules. Jesus didn’t
do that. There is more to
discipleship, and there is
more to preaching and to
overseeing.

Then there is the active
follower, the person who
says to the Lord, “I will fol-
low you wherever you go”
(Luke 9:57). Jesus warned
this man that it might not
be as easy to do this as he
thought. “The foxes have
holes, and the birds have
nests, but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay his
head.” But that’s all right,
because this kind of disciple

has a greater kind of dedi-
cation and attachment to
Jesus. He will go where
Jesus goes, whether on the
perilous waves of the sea

in the middle of the night,
or into hostile “Samaritan”
territory, or the way of the
cross. This kind of disciple is
truly a follower.

Jesus’ personal disciples
became active followers.
They left their nets and
their toll booths and fol-
lowed him. They had much
to learn, and the learning
process was difficult indeed.
Just about the time they
thought they had figured it
out, Jesus told them they
were wrong. To their credit,
these men were real follow-
ers, active followers.

This is the kind of disciple
Jesus wants every one of
us to be: active followers.
This is what the preacher’s
work is aimed at creat-
ing, and this is the goal of
the shepherds of the local
church, to nurture each soul
so as to make true followers
out of every lamb entrusted
to their care. Jesus came to
lead us, not herd us. There is

a difference. 2

Respecting the
Authority of God
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