MARC’'S REMARKS

Roy E. Cogdill used to tell the following
story in his sermons.

The old man had lived to be ninety-five
and was still healthy and active. One
day a friend asked how he managed

to live that long and still be so strong,
healthy and active. He said that per-
haps a number of things had contrib-
uted to it, but one thing really stood

out in his mind.

He said that he and his wife had been
married for sixty-five years; and when
they married, they had a little private
agreement to the effect that there
would be no fussing and quarreling in
their house, and if one of them lost his
or her temper and was about to blow
his top, the other would get up and

walk out of the house.

He concluded, “Man, you have no idea
what 50 years out in the fresh air and

sunshine will do for a man.”

~
~

%Be angry and do not sin; do not let the
sun go down on your anger, *’and give

no opportunity to the devil. ...3'Let

all bitterness and wrath and anger and
clamor and slander be put away from you,
along with all malice. **Be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one

another, as God in Christ forgave you.

—Ephesians 4
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THE PLAN OF SALVATION

Hear the word of truth ........ Romans 10:13-17
Believe the truth ....... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24
Repent from all sins. ........ Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38

Confess the name of Christ
.... Matthew 10:32-33; Acts 8:35-39

Be baptized in His name
... Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto death
.... Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10

Desire to Depart
Gary Ogden

r. Jack Kevorkian, a friend or a

fiend? “Dr. Death,” who assisted in

several suicides, was acquitted ten
years ago of the charge of murder. His de-
fense was that he was only helping people
end their suffering. He argued that it was
his duty to so act and a jury bought it. But
when “Dr. Death” continued to carry out his
“assisted suicides” he was finally convicted
and sent to prison.

You’re going to hear a lot about such
things in the coming years. The Supreme
Court eventually will decide the issue of
doctor-assisted suicide. For God’s people,
the only decision that matters to them is
what the Supreme Judge says about all this.

So far as I know, God never said the
words, “Thou shalt not commit suicide.”

He didn’t have to. When He said, “Thou

“This was the last article that Gary Ogden ever wrote before
succumbing to cancer in May of 2009. Greatly loved,
he was a long-time gospel preacher in Plant City, Florida.

shalt not kill,” that was sufficient to include
“self-murder.” It also applies to doctor-as-
sisted murder of infants (abortion). How can
“partial birth abortion” be anything else?

The Bible gives examples of those who
committed suicide, and it is always under
the most unfavorable of circumstances.
King Saul, who had rebelled against God
and was out of favor, fell on his own sword.
He didn’t want to “suffer” at the hands of
the Philistines (1 Sam. 31:4). Probably the
most notorious suicide in Scripture is that
of Judas. Here again is an example of one
who fell out of favor with God, saw no hope
in living, and rather than repent and seek
the Lord’s forgiveness, “went and hanged
himself” (Matt. 27:5).

Suicide is Not An Option

Suicide is never an option to the faithful
child of God. No matter how bad life gets
(and it can get pretty rough at times),
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FAMILY TALK
About Our Sick

Pat Winters started dialysis last week.
He is in Room 558 North at St. Michael.

Marge Cowman has endured
both pain and swelling in his left
arm after her recent surgery.

Bessie McJunkins had a bad week,
dealing with her chronic back pain.

Dee Minter was sick Wednesday
night, as was Caleb Rinehart.

Joe Hinds had been doing better, but
he suffered a relapse.

Teen Devotional

Marc and Melanie Hinds are hosting the
teen devotional after services tonight.

SUNDAY MORNING

SUNDAY EVENING

WEDNESDAY

Desire to Depa Ft  onduded from previous page

killing oneself just isn’t the
way to “relieve the suffer-
ing.” What about the eternal
consequences for those who
murder? Of course, God is
the final judge of all men,
and it’s possible that He
will not hold some account-
able for such a deed, for
whatever reasons He deems
best. We will leave it in His
hands. At the same time, we
shouldn’t try to convince
ourselves that leaving this
life would end our suffering.

It’s important to remem-
ber that some suffering is
the lot of mankind. As for
the child of God, sometimes
his or her suffering comes
as a direct result of being
a Christian (2 Tim. 3:12).
Peter says that such suffer-
ing is the working of Satan
(2 Pet. 5:8-9). Paul and
Barnabas exhorted disciples
to “continue in the faith,
and that through many
tribulations (hardships) we
must enter the kingdom of
God” (Acts 14:22). The road
between here and heaven is
going to involve suffering of
one kind or another.

The child of God also is

not exempt from physical

suffering due to age or in-
firmity. Some Christians die
suddenly, but most of the
time, aged Christians linger
for some time in agony, pain
and distress. All the medica-
tions, doctors and hospitals
cannot alleviate all the pain
and unpleasantness. The
child of God accepts that
pain and suffering are a
part of life and truly looks
forward to a better life, free
from such.

That doesn’t mean that
they don’t have a desire
to leave this world behind
and get started on a better
one. Paul expresses their
thoughts in his letter to the
Philippians:

I am hard pressed from

both directions, having

the desire to depart and

be with Christ, for that is

very much better; yet to

remain on in the flesh is

more necessary for your

sake (Phil 1:23-24).

These are not the musings
of one so fed up with life
that he’s ready to end it all
by his own hand. He wanted
to stay and he wanted to go.
People who commit suicide
don’t want to stay at all.

Accepting Reality

I need to address the situ-
ation of one deciding not
to pursue further medical
treatment when the in-
evitable is at hand. The end
is near; they know it, the
family knows it, the doc-
tor knows it. All the king’s
horses and all the king’s
men, no power in heaven or
earth, can or will remedy the
situation. When pursuing
further drastic treatment
will only make the remain-
ing days or weeks worse,
only delay the inevitable,
many decide to “let go, and
let God.” Such is not suicide;
it is accepting reality.

Opting for pain relief
and emotional stability
can make the transition as
smooth as humanly pos-
sible. When the Christian
welcomes death, he or she
knows that it is just a step
from one realm to the next.
We know there is “a better
home a waitin’.”

“God, help us to live so
we’ll be ready to leave, when
You're ready for us to go.”
Create in all of us a desire to
depart and be with Christ,
for it is very far better. B!

Respecting the
Authority of God

AUDITORIUM
CLASS SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 14th

LESSON 6
Session 3

Jack Calvert

Wednesday, February 17th

LESSON 6
Session 4

Jack Calvert

Sunday, February 21st

LESSON 6
Session 5

Jack Calvert

YOUNG ADULT
CLASS SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 14th

LESSON 3
Session 8

Bill Brittenham

Wednesday, February 17th

LESSON 3
Session 9

Bill Brittenham

Sunday, February 21st

LESSON 4
Session 1

Jon Barry






