MARC’'S REMARKS

When Jesus said to his apostles, “You
believe in God, believe also in me” (John
14:1), he did not mean by that, “If you
believe in God...” As Jews, these eleven
men most definitely believed in the
existence of God. That was not in dis-
pute. The challenge from Jesus was that
they truly believe that he was God, too:
“believe also in me.”

In response, Philip said, “Lord, show us
the Father” (John 14:8). Jesus gently
chided him and at the same time rein-
forced his overall point by saying,

“Have I been with you so long, and you
still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

“You believe in God.” As Christians, we
also believe that God “exists and that he
rewards those who seek him” (Heb 11:6).
And yet, we become practical atheists
when we do not pray to him on a regular
basis. We may be in the habit of praying
before bed or before a meal. But if we’re
not taking “everything” to God in prayer
(Phil 4:6), then we act as if we don’t really
believe in his existence or his power.

The number one cause of unanswered
prayer is unoffered prayer. It’s not because
God doesn’t exist—but sometimes we fail
to pray and thus act like he doesn’t.

You do not have, because you do not ask.

—James 4:2b
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THE PLAN OF SALVATION

Hear the word of truth ........ Romans 10:13-17
Believe the truth ....... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24
Repent from all sins......... Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38

Confess the name of Christ
.... Matthew 10:32-33; Acts 8:35-39

Be baptized in His name
... Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto death
.... Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10

What is Denominationalism?
Gary Henry

he term “denominationalism” is a

relatively familiar one, but what

does it really mean? The word itself
is interesting and instructive. The Latin
word nomen means “name.” From it we
get such English words as “nominate” (to
propose someone by name as a candidate),
“misnomer”(an incorrect name for some-
thing), and even”noun” (the name of a
person, place, or thing). The corresponding
Latin verb denominare means “to name.”
Hence, in English, to “denominate” means
to designate, to give a name to—and a “de-
nomination” is a naming or classification
of something. In religious usage, a denomi-
nation is an organized group of congrega-
tions that can be “denominated,” “named,”
or classified together because they have
formed a collective entity.

It is important to observe that a denomi-

nation is not simply a number of congrega-

tions that resemble one another, or seem to

belong together. Rather, a denomination is
an intentionally organized group of congre-
gations—that is, a group of congregations
that participate by intent in some organiza-
tion through which they act as a unit for
certain purposes. They are “named” togeth-
er (designated or “denominated” as one)
because they all participate in the common
organization, and (in at least a part of
their activity) function as one through the
organization.

Now, think carefully about the words
“Christian/Christians” and “church/
churches” in the New Testament. An
individual disciple of Jesus Christ is called
a “Christian” (1 Pet 4:16). It would obvi-
ously be possible for there to be a plurality
of “Christians”—individuals substantially
alike in faith and practice, but living in
different places and having no functional
ties. However, in the New Testament,

when a plurality of Christians in a given
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FAMILY TALK
About Our Sick

Marge Cowman underwent an additional
surgery on her left wrist Thursday.

Bessie McJunkins continues to struggle
with bronchitis and chronic back pain.

Remember our local shut-ins, Frances
Lawler and Willie Margaret Mobley.
It was great to see Henrietta Vickers
in attendance last Sunday morning.

Sue Potts’uncle, J. A. Nall, is doing
better after a recent hospital stay.

Resignation

John Rinehart resigned as a deacon
Wednesday night.

Area Gospel Meeting

The Belt Road Church of Christ will
have Shane Carrington with them from
February 7-10. Weeknight services this
week are at 7:00 p.m., Monday through
Wednesday.
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locality banded together
collectively, with the com-
mon purpose of working
and worshiping as a unit
under common oversight
and organization, that is
precisely what a “church”
was (Acts 11:26; Phil 1:1;
4:15; etc.). So then, we have
three New Testament words,
referring to three scriptural
concepts: “Christian”(noun),
“Christians” (plural noun),
and “church” (collective
noun).

But let us take the criti-
cal next step. In the New
Testament, the noun
“church” means a single
congregation of Christians
(Acts 8:1;13:1; etc.). And
the plural noun “church-
es” means two or more
completely independent
congregations,which (to the
extent they remain faithful
to the Lord) are essentially
the same in faith and prac-
tice (Gal 1:2; Rev 1:4). Here,
now, is the clincher: Is there
a collective noun in the New
Testament that refers to a
group of churches conceived
not simply as a plurality, but
a collectivity? The answer,

of course, is no. The word is

not there because the idea is
not there. The concept of a
collectivity of congregations
is simply not in the New
Testament.

The “churches” in the
apostolic period were
never anything more than
a plurality of independent,
autonomous congregations.
To be sure,these strikingly
resembled one another.
But that was because they
followed the same apostolic
rule of faith and practice
(1 Cor 4:17; 7:17; 11:16;
etc.), and not because they
were a “brotherhood of
sister congregations” (a curi-
ous metaphor that makes
little sense grammatically
or scripturally). There be-
ing among New Testament
congregations no intent to
function collectively, and
there being no organization
to effect such work, there
was nothing that resembled
what we know of today
as a “denomination.” The
church universal consisted
of individual saints (John
15:1-8)—not congregations,
and certainly not denomi-
national groups of congrega-

tions. In the New Testament,

there was no organizational
entity larger than a local
congregation but smaller
than the universal church,
and the universal church
itself had no organization
beyond the singular head-
ship of Jesus Christ.

If that was the case in
the New Testament, what
should be said about the
collective groups of congre-
gations—i.e., denomina-
tions—that exist so plenti-
fully today? It is an obvious
fact that these do exist, but
ought they to exist? Ought
there to be today any such
thing as a “denomination,”
an organization of churches
acting as a functional unit?
May we scripturally “de-
nominate” any organization
larger than the local church
but smaller than the uni-
versal church? And what of
the different doctrines and
practices that distinguish
today’s denominations from
one another?

These are tough ques-
tions we cannot avoid if we
honestly care about unity
among those who profess
to be disciples of the Great
Teacher. @

Respecting the
Authority of God

AUDITORIUM
CLASS SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 7th

LESSON 6
Session 1

Jack Calvert

Wednesday, February 10th

LESSON 6
Session 2

Jack Calvert

Sunday, February 14th

LESSON 6
Session 3

Jack Calvert

YOUNG ADULT
CLASS SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 7th

LESSON 3
Session 6

Bill Brittenham

Wednesday, February 10th

LESSON 3
Session 7

Bill Brittenham

Sunday, February 14th

LESSON 3
Session 8

Bill Brittenham






