
  

  

Should We Pray, Work, Both, or Neither? 
David McClister 

 
I would like to recall to your mind two 

Biblical stories, and then make a point 
that comes out of them. The first story is 
that of Israel as they were about to enter 
the land of Canaan in Moses’ day. You 
recall in Numbers 13 that they were at 
the southern border of Canaan, and the 
Lord told them to send spies into the 
land. Moses told them “See what the land 
is like, and whether the people who live in 
it are strong or weak, whether they are 
few or many. How is the land in which 
they live, is it good or bad? And how are 
the cities in which they live, are they like 
open camps or with fortifications? How is 
the land, is it fat or lean? Are there trees in 
it or not? Make an effort then to get some 
of the fruit of the land” (Num 13.18-20). 
And that is exactly what they did. 

Now for the second story. In 2 
Corinthians the apostle Paul was 
defending the legitimacy of his 
apostleship. In chapter 12 Paul relates an 
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GOD’S PLAN FOR SALVATION 
 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

    33; Romans 10:9-10 

Be Baptized in His name ….…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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experience he had, an experience that 
any rational person would consider and 
say “yep, Paul’s a real apostle.” He tells of 
being caught up into heaven to hear 
things which he was not permitted to 
repeat. No one had experiences like this, 
and the fact that Paul had this experience 
proved that he was indeed special to the 
Lord. None of his opponents could claim 
anything close to it. 

It is in this context of Paul’s special 
and close relationship with the Lord, 
which resulted in him hearing privileged 
information, that he tells us a shocking 
story. He says that he had a physical 
ailment, a “thorn in the flesh,” and that he 
asked the Lord to remove it from him. 
Surely a man on such close terms with 
Jesus could count on having one small 
request granted. But it was not. Jesus 
said “no.” 

There is a lesson that appears when 
we consider these two stories together. 
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 that He is a rewarder of those who seek 
Him.  

1 Tim. 3:11  Women must likewise be 
dignified, not malicious gossips, but 
temperate, faithful in all things.  

2 Tim. 2:2  The things which you 
have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, entrust these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others 
also. 

 



  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In the first story, God tells Israel to do 
considerable “leg work” in preparing to 
conquer the land of Canaan. There were all 
kinds of things they needed to know 
before they launched their first attack. 
Things had to be done, and God told Israel 
to look after them. It becomes quite clear 
that even though God would be with them 
as He had clearly promised, this in no way 
meant that Israel could just “sit back” 
while God did all the work. God was going 
to bless what they did, but they still had to 
do the necessary work of judging the 
conditions, making the right plans, 
launching the attacks, etc., but in the 
second story a man simply asks God to do 
something for him (which he feels he 
cannot do for himself). In the first story 
people are required to do much for 
themselves, but in the second story the 
man does nothing for himself. From the 
first story we might get the impression 
that when we undertake things in life, that 
it is mostly up to us (and that God will help 
us as we do our job). From the second 
story we might get the opposite 
impression, that we are actually quite 
helpless and that God needs to do basically 
everything if we are going to have any 
success. 

Which is the correct picture of how help 
from God works? Which way is the way it 
actually happens with God? Is it that God 
only helps those who help themselves (as 
with Israel), or is it that God does what we 
cannot do (as with Paul)? When I ask God 
for something, should I simply wait in faith 
for God to do it? And am I doubting God’s 
power if I work on it myself? Which 
scenario is the model for how I should 
think of God’s power for my life today? 

The answer is “yes.” 
That is, God can work in both ways. He 

is not limited to one, the other, or any 
other possibilities. God can do things with 
us, he can do things for us, and he can do 
things in a host of other ways (most of 
which, I am confident, we don’t even know 
about). His ways and thoughts are not 
ours. Just because we can’t think of how to 
do it, that doesn’t mean God can’t think of 
a way. Or just because we believe a certain 
way will work does not mean that God is 
obligated to do it “our way.” 

So how am I supposed to pray if I don’t 
know how God is going to answer my 
prayer? Am I supposed to work as if God 
will help my work, or should I not work 
and just trust God to do what he will do? 
The apostle Paul found the solution in 2 
Corinthians 12.9-10. The Lord said “My 
grace is sufficient for you,” to which Paul 
reacted “Therefore I am well content.” 

The key, you see, is to be perfectly 
willing to let God be God, and not to 
present God with limited options in our 
prayers (or in our thinking). Sometimes, 
like Paul, we pray for the very thing God 
will not do, and the very thing we see as a 
problem is in fact God’s solution to the 
whole thing, because we are taking a 
purely human point of view. What is 
required is the right perspective, the right 
orientation, on our part. We do our work, 
and if God is pleased he will bless it. But 
even if our work fails, this does not mean 
God has abandoned us. A “no” answer 
from God does not necessarily mean 
“never.” We need to be willing to accept 
God’s answer and method, whatever it is. 

It all boils down to this: “Thy will be 
done.” If I am content to let God do his 
will in the way that pleases and suits him 
best, then I can both pray and work with 
the confidence that God will be for me 
whether it is through my efforts or apart 
from them. The important thing is that I 
learn to accept, with all contentment, 
whatever God wants do to. If we will do 
this, then we will not get caught up in the 
either-or dilemma of “will God answer 
my prayer through blessing my efforts, 
or will he simply do it himself?” God will 
do what is best and right for himself, for 
us, and for all things considered. It is 
because Paul had learned to accept God’s 
answer, whatever it was, because he had 
learned to submit himself wholly and not 
make demands of God, that Paul could 
now be content. The Christian’s 
contentment and peace of mind comes 
not from our knowing and managing 
everything, but from trusting that God 
knows and manages everything. 
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Heb. 11:1  Now faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.  

Gal. 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  

Heb. 11:6  And without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is and 
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Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  Bonnie Allgor, Maxine 
Burnham, Ann Thomas and Francine 
Davis. 
 

Please remember Maxine Burnham 

and Jean Cronce in your prayers. 
 

Charlotte Hailey is home recuperating 

from her surgery 
 

Laci Morris’ parents are improving.  Her 

father is still on oxygen.  Her grandmother 

is in ICU and struggling.  Please keep 

praying for all the family. 
 

Bryan Garlock’s parents, his brother and 

his wife and his sister-in-law’s parents all 

have the Covid virus and need our 

prayers. 
 

Donna Mobley has moved to St. Michael 

Rehab but is still having some problems.  

Please remember her and her family in 

your prayers. 
 

Here is the current schedule of services: 
Bible Study:    9:30 AM 
Services:          10:15 AM 
Kids Only:     5:00 PM 
Monday:     7:00 PM 
Wednesday:    7:00 PM 
Thursday:     7:00 PM 
 

Sunday Kid’s Class and Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday Classes are 

via Zoom 
 

Ladies Bible Class: 
Next Class is Jan. 12th 


