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All of us see ourselves and our world through a 

particular set of beliefs, attitudes, and values. 

These operate as a filter or grid through which 

we process all information. For the Christian, 

this filter or grid is shaped by the truths taught in 

the Bible. The Bible, of course, has a beginning 

and an end. Although this may seem obvious, it 

isn't. Many believers, who either ignore, or are 

ignorant of, the beginning-to-end continuity and 

theme of the Bible, think they can pick up the 

Bible, begin reading just anywhere and, as a 

result, conjure God-given answers to every little 

personal problem they think they have. In other 

words, they believe there is something 

mysterious, even magical, about reading the 

Bible. They are unaware that the same rules for 

understanding other kinds of literature are to be 

applied to the Bible as well. Then, on the other 

hand, there are many serious critics of the Bible 

who have never read it, know very little of its 

stories, and absolutely nothing of its general 

theme. Consequently, they have no appreciation 

at all for the superb nature of the book they 

criticize. However, the sincere student of the 

Word, the one who is willing to study to show 

himself approved of God, is capable of rightly  
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Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

    33; Romans 10:9-10 

Be Baptized in His name ….…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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dividing the Bible (2 Timothy 2:15). Not only 

does he know it has a beginning and an end, he 

also knows that in between are many different 

biblical stories, all of which mesh into one grand 

theme — the scheme of redemption. As he learns 

these biblical stories and comes to grips with the 

great scheme of redemption, the sincere student 

develops a biblical way of looking at self and 

everything else in the world. It is this biblically 

based way of looking at things that I am calling 

a biblical worldview. Therefore, a worldview 

can be likened to a pair of eyeglasses through 

which one looks at the world — eyeglasses that 

focus, shape, and color all one's experiences. 

Different Worldviews and Their Consequences 

Every person, whether he realizes it or not, has a 

worldview. The modernist, for example, sees 

(we're talking worldview here) humans as purely 

physical machines. Blinded to the spiritual 

dimension of God's creation, he believes nothing 

exists beyond what he can perceive with the five 

senses. On the other hand, the Christian sees 

(again, we're talking worldview) humans as the 

only beings on earth who are made in God's 
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[his] mind" (1 Peter 1:13). As he diligently 

pursues his study of the Word (2 Timothy 2:15), 

he will learn to consistently and effectively apply 

to his life the Bible's eternal truths. In doing so, 

he will be both "salt" and "light" to a lost and 

dying world (Matthew 5:13-16). Apart from this, 

nothing else matters. This, the Bible says, "is the 

whole duty of man" (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

Consequently, this alone is the ultimate 

importance — dare I say, focus — of developing 

a biblical worldview. 

 



  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"living hope" (1 Peter 1:3) is based on his heavenly 

citizenship (Philippians 3:20). Hence, he views 

himself as a stranger or pilgrim while here on this earth 

(Hebrews 11:3; 1 Peter 2:11). Instead of storing up his 

treasures "where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal" (Matthew 6:19-20), the 

Christian is laying up treasures for himself in heaven. 

As he develops the "mind of Christ" (Philippians 2:5), 

he learns to humbly put others before himself (James 

4:10; 1 Peter 5:6) and gladly bears their burdens 

(Galatians 6:2). 

Americans Have Changed Their Worldview 

As recently as 50 years ago, the majority of Americans 

never really questioned biblical ethics or morality. 

Back then, most people looked upon divorce as 

disgraceful. They thought pregnancy outside marriage 

was a disaster; that chastity was a good thing; that an 

honest day's work was the responsibility of any 

respectable and dependable man; that honesty was the 

best policy, but not today. Things have changed. 

Americans no longer view themselves and their world 

through the truths taught in the Bible. As a result, 

Americans teach their children that evolutionary 

theory is to be believed unquestionably. They teach 

them that there remains no objective standard for 

judging what is right or wrong. Spawned by the 

modernistic worldview, these ideas have produced the 

current decline of moral standards being evidenced in 

America. As our countrymen have learned to think in 

their hearts, so they have become (cf. Proverbs 23:7). 

And So Has the Modern Church 

This change in worldviews has profoundly affected 

the modern church. As a result, the modern church has 

become an intellectual and spiritual disaster area. It no 

longer knows how to out-think, outlive, and out-die 

the unbeliever, and its members are certainly not the 

alien residents the Lord has called upon them to be (cf. 

1 Peter 2:8-11; Philippians 3:20). Instead of being 

different, modern church members blend in nicely 

with the materialistic world. They yearn for and fret 

over the same things the modernists do. 

In order to "make ends meet," members of the 

modern church have abandoned their small children 

to strangers while they (both father and mother) go 

off to the work-place. They believe that "wanting 

what's best for their children" equates to the 

accumulation of as much of this world's goods as 

possible. The children of these members are forced 

to fend for themselves without the help and 

guidance of a parent in those long hours after school 

before their parents return from work. This ever-

growing number of children has even been given its 

own special name. Consequently, the "latchkey" 

children of these modern church members learn to 

fend for themselves at an early age. It should be no 

surprise that when these abandoned children, and 

that's what they are, get older, they can hardly wait 

to reject true religion, wrongly thinking it to be that 

hypocritical mumbo-jumbo their parents practice. 

In addition, modern church members are always 

ready to assert their "right" to personal happiness, as 

if this were a spiritual birthright from the Lord. Bent 

on building their own personal kingdom, rather than 

enlarging the Lord's Kingdom, modern church 

members are primarily interested in newer cars, 

larger homes, and nicer clothes. In their minds, the 

once-honored biblical virtues of sacrifice and 

conservation have been replaced with the hedonistic 

idea that "he who has the most toys when he dies, 

wins." On such the warnings of Colossians 2:8 fall 

unheeded. Instead, such warnings are viewed as the 

shrill voice of one who has simply gotten "too 

fanatical" about his religion. 

Because the modern church has abandoned its 

biblical worldview, "preaching as entertainment" is 

the only kind of preaching acceptable to its 

members. Like those spoken of in Ezekiel 33:31-32, 

members of the modern church are enchanted with 

spectator-worship. "Make me laugh, make me cry, 

make me happy, and make me want to sing," they 

say, "but don't you ever try to make me think, and 

don't you ever ask me to change!" These twist and 

mold the Bible to fit the "felt needs" of their 

"itching ears" (2 Timothy 4:3). To the modern 

church member, discerning God's will simply 

means learning about the things God has approved 

that they have already decided they want to do. 

Without a biblical worldview, the idea that one 

should submit his or her will to the Sovereign of 

the universe falls on deaf ears. Self-abasement 

and putting others before oneself have given way 

to pure selfishness. Without the proper focus, the 

modern church member looks inward rather than 

upward. Instead of being in an intimate 

relationship with the Lord, he thinks himself to be 

in a "limited partnership" with Jesus. This enables 

him to call himself a Christian, while being totally 

absorbed with the pursuit of "Self." Unless he can 

be "massaged" with "preaching as entertainment," 

then he is unhappy, uncomfortable, and will soon 

be involved in some effort to get the preacher to 

move. Or else, he himself will be moving to a 

church that will meet his "felt needs….” 

The Remedy 

Despite what may be observed in the modern 

church, and in the personal lives of many who 

claim to be New Testament Christians, the gospel 

of Jesus Christ is truly a dynamic force that lives 

in the hearts of all true believers. Its effect is so 

totally radical, and the transformation it makes is 

so revolutionary, that the Christian is actually 

called a "new creature," who, from a spiritual 

standpoint, has been "born again" (2 Corinthians 

5:17; 1 Peter 1:23). It is this life-changing gospel 

that provides the only life-giving remedy for that 

which ails the modern church. 

The Bible makes it clear that the one who has been 

truly converted — i.e., the one who has been 

renewed and transformed in his mind (Romans 

12:1-2) will have no trouble understanding the 

absolute seriousness of his spiritual and 

intellectual quest. Accordingly, this true disciple 

of Christ will be willing to "gird up the loins of 
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image. Like the modernist, he is aware of man's 

physical nature; but, unlike the modernist, he is 

not blinded to man's spiritual dimension. 

It is true — "Ideas have consequences." The Bible 

says, "[As a man] thinketh in his heart, so is he" 

(Proverbs 23:7). This means that worldviews 

exercise tremendous influence on behavior. 

Because the modernist believes this physical 

world is all there is, he is convinced there is no life 

beyond the grave. Therefore, eating, drinking, and 

making merry are the central meaning of his life. 

If he can't see it, hear it, touch it, taste it, or smell 

it, then it's just not important to him. Believing 

"you only go around once," and convinced that he 

must do just what the now famous beer 

commercial commanded, he uses all his energy 

trying to get "all the gusto" he can out of life. 

According to the modernist, that so-called "pie in 

the sky by and by" that preachers talk about is just 

a bunch of religious gobbledygook. Reflecting the 

hedonism inherent in his worldview, the 

modernist wants, even demands, his dessert right 

now, and he wants it with chocolate fudge and a 

cherry on top. Putting others before self makes 

absolutely no sense; therefore, he aggressively 

goes through life looking out for "Number One.” 

In contrast to this, the Christian, who knows who 

and what he is, realizes the meaning of life (i.e., 

"the whole duty of man") is to fear God and keep 

His commandments (Ecclesiastes 12:13). He 

knows that life on this physical plane is not all 

there is to living. By faith, he understands there is 

life beyond the grave, and this, he realizes, is 

associated with Christ Jesus (1 John 5:11). His 


