
  

  

When Are We Saved? 
Bryan Garlock 

 Many are confused about when a 
person is saved from their sins. Is it at the 
point of prayer or baptism? Perhaps this 
will clear things up: 

 
1. Did the apostle Peter say, "Repent 

and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins..." or "Repent and pray every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins..."? See Acts 2.38 
for the Bible answer. 

 
2. Did Ananias say, "And now why do 

you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash 
away your sins, calling on his name" or 
"And now why do you wait? Kneel down 
and pray, and wash away your sins, calling 
on his name"? See Acts 22.16 for the Bible 
answer. 

 
3. Did the apostle Peter say, "Baptism, 

which corresponds to this, now saves you, 
not as a removal of dirt from the body but 
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GOD’S PLAN FOR SALVATION 
 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

    33; Romans 10:9-10 

Be Baptized in His name ….…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ..." or "Prayer, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not 
as a removal of dirt from the body but 
as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ..."? See 1 Peter 3.21 for the 
Bible answer. 

 
When we let the Bible speak, we can 

know God's will. 
 

A Church of Ministers 
Ryan Goodwin 

 
The church is “God’s household” 

(Ephesians 2:19), it is “of God” (2 
Corinthians 1:1), and it is “subject to 
Christ” since He is the head of the body 
(Ephesians 5:23-24). But as it exists on 
earth, this local church is our 
responsibility. It is our responsibility to 
maintain sound doctrine, preach the  

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ephesians%202.19
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Corinthians%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Corinthians%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ephesians%205.23-24


  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY TALK 
 

Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  Bonnie Allgor, Maxine 
Burnham, W.H. McFerrin, Ann Thomas 
and Francine Davis.  Cards, calls and 
visits are ALWAYS needed and 
appreciated. 
 
Please remember Maxine Burnham in 
Waterton Plaza.  Her address is:   
5524 Cowhorn Creek Rd, Room 113 
Texarkana, TX 75503. 
 
Also, remember James Rayborn at The 
Retreat at Kenwood.  His address is: 
210 N Kenwood Rd, Room 408 
Texarkana, TX 75501. 
 
W. H. McFerrin has fallen several times 
recently.  Please keep him in your 
prayers. 
 
Ladies Bible Class: The next class is 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020. 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
Friday, April 3:  Annual Singing 
April 5-8 (Sun. – Wed.):  Gospel 
Meeting with Jonathan Glaesemann 
from Stonewall. LA. 
 

 
Please pick up some invite cards and 
ask for Bible studies. See Bryan if you 

need any help with home studies. 

(cont from pg 1) 

truth, practice church discipline, contribute 
financially, and every other job entailed in 
maintaining and operating a congregation. It 
is very important for us to realize this about 
the church of Christ that meets in this town – 
we are it! We are the church, we represent 
Christ, we are ambassadors for Him (2 
Corinthians 5:20). We must feel a sense of 
responsibility – perhaps even a sense of 
ownership – when it comes to our 
participation in the local church. 

 
A sense of ownership does not mean the 

belief that we “own” the church of Christ. It 
does, however, lead us to take an active part 
in it. Another way of putting the idea is 
“owning up to our responsibilities.” When we 
realize that our “membership” is more than 
just a name on a roster, we feel compelled to 
become more involved in the functions of the 
church. Is being a member here embodied 
only in attendance at one or two Sunday 
mornings a month? Does a spot in the 
auditorium mean the same thing as true, 
lasting, devoted participation? When you feel 
a sense of ownership, you start to see that 
your “church” obligations go beyond just 
being here: 

 
You may feel a sense of confidence in your 

standing with the Lord. Rather than shackling 
you to meaningless chores, partaking in the 
work of the church empowers the Christian. 
You are imbued with a sense of awe and 
wonder (Acts 2:43-47), and find yourself 
saying, “Yeah, this is my local congregation! 
These are the people I will be spending 
eternity with! My membership here is a great 
thing that needs to be cultivated, not 
ignored!” 

Are you afraid of becoming more 
actively involved? Do you fear change? 
Many of us shy away from our church 
responsibilities because we do not want a 
sense of ownership. After all, that means 
we are responsible for what happens 
(good or bad). 

 
Active involvement in the local church 

forces us to be held accountable to others. 
We are no longer allowed to skate by 
unnoticed. 

 
Discovering what your ministry is 

frees you from the confusion and 
complacency of “spectator” religion. 
Christianity, after all, is not about 
watching others let their lights shine for 
Christ, but working in such a way that our 
own light shines (Matthew 5:16). 

 
The Christians in the first century were 

marked by their association with a local 
congregation. “Now may the God who 
gives perseverance and encouragement 
grant you to be of the same mind with 
one another according to Christ Jesus; 
that with one accord you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord…” (Romans 15:5-6). How can we be 
in accord and in one voice if some 
members are hot and others are 
lukewarm? Either our direction is up or 
down, and every member of this church 
needs to seriously consider which 
direction their energy is going. 

 
“Take heed to the ministry which you 

have received in the Lord, that you may 

fulfill it” (Colossians 4:17). “Fulfill your 
ministry” (2 Timothy 4:5). There is an 
expectation in the scriptures that we take an 
active part in fulfilling our individual 
ministry. Every one of us has been given 
unique gifts by God, and if we fail to use them 
for His will, should we expect any better 
treatment than the worthless servant of 
Matthew 25? What hinders me from fulfilling 
my ministry? 

 
We must also be careful not to get too 

comfortable with our progress to date, for 
there is room for improvement in the life of 
every saint. “Beloved, we are convinced of 
better things concerning you… For God is not 
unjust so as to forget your work and the love 
which you have shown toward His name, in 
having ministered and in still ministering to 
the saints. And we desire that each one of you 
show the same diligence so as to realize the 
full assurance of hope until the end…” 
(Hebrews 6:9-12). Even though we may be 
doing many things very well, we must 
continue pushing ourselves. Can you 
honestly say that you have maximized your 
potential as a Christian? Have you truly 
realized full assurance of the hope of 
salvation? As long as we live in this world, let 
us pray that we never become so 
comfortable that we believe we have done 
enough for God or our fellow humans. 

 
 Psalm 103:17  But the mercy of the 

LORD is from everlasting to 

everlasting upon them that fear him, 

and his righteousness unto 

children's children; Neh. 5:19  Remember me, O my God, for 

good, according to all that I have done 

for this people. 
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