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GOD’S PLAN FOR SALVATION 
 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

    33; Romans 10:9-10 

Be Baptized in His name ….…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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informed”.  The old expression “ignorance 
is bliss” sounds more and more inviting 
each day. 

 
The Bible doesn’t tell us to ignore 

current events.  Consider Jesus’ teachings 
in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21 
about the future destruction of Jerusalem.  
If Christians had not paid attention to 
what was happening in the days leading 
up to Jerusalem’s fall, they would not have 
been able to escape the Roman’s 
destruction.  However, God’s Word also 
teaches us about more important things. 

 
In Matthew 6:33 & 34, Jesus tells us 

what our attitude should be about today 
and tomorrow.   Depending on the 
translation, He says, “be not anxious”, 
“take no thought” or “do not worry” about 
tomorrow.  And He gives us two excellent 
reasons why we should do this.  One 
reason is that each day (today) has 

I don’t really think I should be ignorant 
about current events, but I find it 
troubling and disturbing to pay much 
attention to “the news”.  Between 
newspapers, magazines, network and 
cable TV shows and all the other “news” 
available to us each day, it is very easy to 
become absorbed by everything that is 
going on in our world.  It seems like 
everyone has their own opinion about 
everything and many of the opinions and 
much of the “news” has to be 
controversial or sensational in its 
presentation.  With current technology, 
the news media even requests “the 
average citizen” to email, text or video 
copy whatever they think is “news”.  So, 
we not only have journalists reporting the 
news, we have commentators 
commenting, entertainers entertaining 
and “the man on the street” contributing 
his two cents worth.  And all of this is in 
the name of “news” and “keeping us 
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FAMILY TALK 
 
Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  Willie Margaret Mobley, Bob 
Buls, Bonnie Allgor, Lahron McJunkins, 
Maxine Burnham, and Francine Davis.  
Cards, calls and visits are ALWAYS needed 
and appreciated. 
 

The next Ladies Bible Class will be 
Tuesday, Feb. 12th at 11:30 AM at the 
Tyna Armstrong’s or 6 PM at the 
Calvert’s. 
 

We rejoice that Rodrick Sanders was 
baptized into Christ last week.  If you 
haven’t already met him, be sure and get 
acquainted with him and welcome him 
into the Franklin Drive family of 
Christians.  
 

Jerry Schnelle’s shoulder surgery went 
well and he is recuperating at his 
daughter’s. 
 

Our Gospel Meeting:  Singing, 
March 29th and Meeting with Tim 
Stevens, March 31st-April 3rd. 
 

If you haven’t already (women and men), 
please remember to fill out a Teacher 
Availability Form so we can better plan 
our teaching program. We need 
Teachers, Helpers and those to help with 
class setup each quarter. 
 

Please pick up some invite cards 
and ask for Bible studies. See 

Bryan if you need any help with 
home studies. 

enough trouble by itself without us “buying” 
more trouble in worrying.  And the other even 
more important reason is that toady we should 
be spending our time and energy first in 
seeking the kingdom and His righteousness 
instead of worrying about tomorrow. 

 
But what about the wars and conflicts 

occupying our nation’s and the world’s 
thoughts and resources?  What of the flood of 
illegal immigrants threatening our society?  
Shouldn’t we be concerned about our economy, 
health care, retirement, education, injustice and 
social causes?  Then there is the threat to 
Christianity itself from all sides.  And surely 
each Christian should stay current in our 
knowledge about moral corruption, family 
decay, the open acceptance and practice of 
homosexuality and abortion.  Consider this.  
During the times our New Testament brethren 
lived almost all the above problems and 
concerns were present and perhaps even 
greater.  Rome was ruled by men who claimed 
to be gods.  Homosexuality was openly 
practiced.  Fornication was common and 
widely performed in the name of religion.  
There was hardly a time when wars were not 
raging and military conquest was common.  
Healthcare, education and most social concerns 
of our time were either minimal or nonexistent.  
Moral corruption was more common and 
deeper than today.  And Christianity, very 
young in its history, was undergoing some of 
the most severe persecution ever with the open 
intent of exterminating it. 

 
And yet, in view of the social, political, moral 

and spiritual conditions of the first century, 
what did our Father reveal to our brethren 

concerning their earthly cares, worries and 
anxieties?  Were they to rally to social or 
political causes?  Did He tell them to devote 
their financial and emotional resources to 
correcting the wrongs about them?  Did He 
want them to organize protests against the 
wrongs?  No.  He admonished them to keep 
themselves unspotted from the world 
(James 1:27).  He told them not to worry or 
be anxious about matters of this life (Matt. 
6:25-34; Mark 10:19, 13:11; Luke 10:41). 

 
But how could they, and how can we, be 

expected to refrain from worry when it 
seems like everything around us is either 
wrong or becoming wrong and is a threat 
to everything be believe to be right?   

 
1. Who Are We?  We are Christians.  We 

are the children of the one true God 
who created and controls 
everything.  Do we truly understand 
and appreciate what this means?  If 
God is for us, what else matters?  
(Rom. 8:31-39; Heb. 13:6) 

2. How Long Is Eternity?  Our lives here 
are but a vapor (James 4:14).   

3. Which Is More Important?  Compare 
now with then.  In Heb. 12:2 we are 
told that Jesus set the example for 
comparing the present suffering to 
the glory ahead.  And Paul repeated 
that truth in Rom. 8:18. 

4. How Strong Is Our Faith?  Paul 
committed himself to God in this life 
until that day.  2 Tim 2:12. He was 
persuaded that God could and 
would do this.  Look again at John 
16:31-33.   Jesus asks, “Do ye now 
believe?”   

 

So, regardless of what the world is 
around us, or how it may deteriorate in 
the future, our God is in control and has 
given His children everything we need to 
overcome (John 16:31-32; 1 John 5:4 and 
the entire book of Revelation).  With that 
knowledge and “seeking first His 
kingdom” we can have the peace of mind 
that the world cannot know. 

 
Why should we squander so much time 

worrying about our lives that are only a 
vapor, appearing for a little while and 
then vanishing away (James 4:14), when 
we could be investing in eternity.  We 
should be redeeming (buying up) the 
time, since these days truly are evil.  (Eph. 
5:15-16) 

 
Philippians 4:4-9  Rejoice in the Lord 

always: again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your 
forbearance be known unto all men. The 
Lord is at hand.  In nothing be anxious; but 
in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God.  And the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
guard your hearts and your thoughts in 
Christ Jesus.  Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are 
honorable, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these things.  
The things which ye both learned and 
received and heard and saw in me, these 
things do: and the God of peace shall be 
with you. 

 


