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GOD’S PLAN FOR SALVATION 

 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

          33; Acts 8:35-30 

Be Baptized in His name …..…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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healthy years before old age comes calling.  
But looking at this list of plans, we all 
quickly realize many people see their goals 
interrupted, changed or completely 
devastated.  And frequently, the question 
we ask is, “Why Me?” or “Why did this 
happen to me?”  And many think, “Why did 
God do this (or allow this to happen) to 
me?”  But let us look a little more closely at 
what we are asking. 

Is God Responsible? 
This might be a reasonable conclusion 

to those who see God working directly in 
all the events of their lives.  If I believe God 
personally works in my life to provide my 
health and welfare, then it seems only 
sensible that He would also be responsible 
for anything bad that happens to me.  And 
while it is easy to justify the reasons He 
does good for me (because He loves me), it 
becomes unthinkable that His love for me 
would let anything bad happen in my life.  
And this thinking has led many, including 
faithful Christians, to blame God for the 

It is a gross understatement to say that 
our lives are filled with uncertainty.  James 
4:13-17 is familiar to us all and tells us that 
our plans for tomorrow are never certain.  
Jesus’ parable about the rich fool in Luke 
12:13-21 also emphasizes this point.  
However, God also encourages us to make 
wise plans for tomorrow, but to insure He 
is included in those plans.  And we certainly 
want to plan for heaven. 

Uncertainty can be seen throughout the 
Bible.  All was wonderful in the garden until 
Satan appeared.  The people of Noah’s time 
surely had plans for the day after the flood.  
Job is an important example of someone 
who’s plans were destroyed.  And of course, 
from a human perspective it appears that 
many of Jesus’ plans were changed or at 
least diverted. 

We take many of our own plans for 
granted.   We plan to finish school, get a job, 
get married, have children and raise them 
successfully.  We plan to retire and enjoy 
our children and grandchildren and a few 
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FAMILY TALK 

 

Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  Willie Margaret Mobley, Bob 
Buls, Bonnie Allgor, Lahron 
McJunkins, Maxine Burnham, and 
Francine Davis.  Cards, calls and visits 
are ALWAYS needed and appreciated. 
 

W. H. McFerrin is scheduled to return 
home on the 20th.  We are very thankful 
for his recovery. 
 

 

misfortunes and catastrophes in their lives and 
eventually reject God as their Savior. 

What About Sin? 
Sin is a factor many fail to include in their 

attempt to understand uncertainties, 
unexpected changes to their plans or bad things 
that happen to them.  But sin can affect our lives 
in different ways.  While God does not punish us 
in this life for our personal sins, the 
consequences of sins can dramatically alter the 
course of our lives.  If I become addicted to 
drugs or alcohol, my life will be changed.  If I 
decide to become an adulterer, my life will 
change.  We know that the choices we make do 
have consequences to our future.  And if we 
make sinful choices, we cannot blame God for 
the bad affects in our lives.  But even if we make 
better choices and avoid and resist sins 
personally, the sins of others can change our 
lives.  War, a drunk driver, and even dishonest 
people are just a few instances of the sins of 
others that affect the lives and plans of many.  
But consider sin in general.  Sin came into our 
world almost from the beginning.  And that sin 
resulted in sickness, death and hardships 
probably beyond our understanding.   When I 
get a cold or the flu or even cancer, did God 
make me sick?  Is He punishing me because of 
something I have done or failed to do?  We 
usually don’t blame God for the small or 
inconsequential things that happen to us (like a 
cold or a scrape or cut), but when it comes to the 
big things like cancer or the death of a loved one, 
we turn on God and ask, “Why me?”  “What have 
I done?”  Why punish me?”  But God is no more 
directly responsible for the death of my spouse 
than He is for the cold I had last winter. 

 
 

A Longer View 
Please understand that I am not trying to 

be cold or indifferent to the sufferings we 
face.  Many people experience horrible and 
almost unbearable suffering and pain and 
anguish.  But accusing God of causing this 
misery is not the answer.  It is often hard for 
us to objectively compare this life to the next.  
We live and love in this world.  Our thoughts 
and actions revolve around this life.  When 
something important happens here, our focus 
is here and not on eternity.  When a loved one 
is seriously injured or is diagnosed with a 
major illness or even dies, we are consumed 
with grief and agony and want answers to 
“Why?” and “How can I get through this?”.   

Proper Plans 
What is my most important goal in life?  As 

Christians, we all know what our answer 
should be.  “I want to go to heaven!”  But the 
events of this life frequently divert us from 
this answer.  And failing to stay focused on 
that goal tempts us to be distracted by the 
good and the bad things here and now.  We 
forget God has told us that He provides a way 
for us to escape the trials in life.  (1 Cor. 
10:13)  And our Father has revealed to us the 
way of escape through the example of His 
Son, Jesus.  When Jesus was tempted in the 
wilderness (Matt. 4), He answered all of 
Satan’s challenges with “It is written”.  When 
He was in the Garden and in such deep 
anguish, Jesus fervently prayed to His Father, 
and He heard Him.  And some of Jesus’ last 
words in agony on the cross were a quotation 
from the Psalms.  God has revealed His Word, 
given us examples of faithful men and listens 
to our prayers to give us a way to escape the 
sorrows and anguish and hurt that test us in 
this life. 

The End of All 
It is not callous or betrayal or treachery or 

selfishness to focus on our Father and heaven 
when we are faced with catastrophes in our 
lives.  It is what God wants.  It is His means of 
helping us answer the questions of “Why me? 
and “How can I make it through this?” along 
with the doubts and suffering, the tears and 
heartaches that exist in this world of sorrow 
and sin. 

Remember:  God Loves You And 
Wants You In Heaven! 
 

 
DISAGREEMENTS.  That may be the one 

thing common to EVERYONE.  Babies disagree 
over who should get to play with the toys or 
color with the red crayon.  Siblings disagree 
about most everything.  Husbands and wives 
disagree – sometimes.  Even Christians 
disagree with each other.  Paul disagreed with 
Peter.  Many of the Corinthians disagreed with 
each other. 

What are the outcomes to disagreements? 
• We can fight about our differences and 

come to no solution. 
• I can hold my opinion and refuse to 

consider yours. 
• I can abandon my view and switch to 

yours. 
• We can work out our differences and 

maybe compromise. 
• We can ask someone to mediate and 

accept the outcome. 
Think about it.  Some solutions are right in 

God’s eyes.  Some are not. 
There will always be disagreements and we 

must always be prepared to resolve them 
peacefully and in harmony with God’s will. 

Consider 1 Cor. 1:10 and 1 Cor. 6:7.      BB 
 

     So far, I’ve been able to visit most of our 
states, including Hawaii but excluding 
Alaska and I’ve made a couple of trips to 
Germany and Mexico.  Sometimes I ask 
myself, “Where would be the perfect place 
to live?”  My answers usually go something 
like this.  No, too many people.  No, not 
enough people.  No, too cold or too hot.  
They have wildfires, or hurricanes, or 
tornadoes, or too much snow.  They’re 
sitting on active volcanos!  They are too 
liberal for me or their taxes are too high 
or they have alligators in their yards. 
     To date, I haven’t even thought of the 
perfect place to live.  I guess I’m too 
picky. 
     But wait!  There is a perfect place to 
live.  No mosquitos or flies.  Not too cold or 
hot.  No clouds or storms.  The neighbors 
are all wonderful and there are no 
property taxes or homeowner’s insurance.  
Healthcare is perfect and there’s no rent 
or mortgage.  Yes.  You’re right.  It’s 
HEAVEN and I’m moving there soon – 
sooner every day.  Until then, guess I’ll just 
be content with what I have.         2 Cor. 
12:10; Phil. 4:11; 1 Tim. 6:8; Heb. 13:5                  
BB 

Bryan Garlock



