
 

  

 

SUNDAY MORNING 
 

Announcements 
Rodney Ellis 

 
Song Leader 
Daniel Allgor 

 
Lord’s Supper 

Randy Ellis  Jack Calvert 
Pete Rowland  Preston Ellis 

 
Prayers 

Mike Davis  Jerry Schnelle 
 

SUNDAY EVENING 
 

Announcements 
Rodney Ellis 

 
Song Leader 
Jack Calvert 

 
Lord’s Supper 

Preston Ellis  Randy Ellis 
 

Prayers 
Jon Barry  Pete Rowland 

  
WEDNESDAY 

 
Announcements 

Dave Massey 
 

Song Leader 
Cory Easley 

 
Prayers 

Preston Ellis  W.H. McFerrin 
 

Invitation 
Gerald Eaton 
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GOD’S PLAN FOR SALVATION 

 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

          33; Acts 8:35-30 

Be Baptized in His name …..…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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ABOUT US 
 

Elders 

Jack Calvert  Rodney Ellis 

 

Deacons 

Jon Barry       Bill Brittenham 

Mike Davis           Dave Massey 

 

Evangelist 

Bryan Garlock 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

Bible Study …………….9:30 A.M. 

Worship …………...….10:15 A.M. 

Worship …………..…….6:00 P.M. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study …………….7:00 P.M. 
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our offering must be total. Although ours is 
a “living” sacrifice, the gift must be no less 
complete than if our bodies were to be 
slain. God deserves no less than our all, 
both inwardly and outwardly. 

But the partial approach not only tries to 
give God less than He deserves, but it 
involves us in great difficulty and 
frustration. Just as a timid soul can’t leap a 
large chasm by taking two medium-sized 
jumps, the requirements of our new life 
can’t be met by the half-hearted efforts of 
our old mind. If we try to hang on to all that 
we think is ours and give God only enough 
of our outward behavior to get us to 
heaven, we are attempting the impossible. 
The old self will never be happy having to 
give up parts of itself to God. Since it never 
relinquishes its own desires except when 
forced to do so, the old self will never find 
Jesus’ yoke “easy” and His burden “light” 
(Matthew 11:30). So the old self must die 
and a new self must come to life. We must 
be “crucified with Christ” (Galatians 2:20). 
When that happens, we will then find that 

“And not only as we had hoped, but they 
first gave themselves to the Lord, and then 
to us by the will of God” (2 Corinthians 8:5). 

TO SEEK GOD SINCERELY IS TO GIVE 
OURSELVES TO HIM COMPLETELY. The 
good things that come from life in God 
come to those who yield themselves to Him 
entirely. If we hold back parts of our hearts 
or our lives from His benevolence, we will 
miss the unique blessings that flow from 
commitment. If we sow sparingly, we will 
not reap bountifully (2 Corinthians 9:6). 

“A living sacrifice” is the expression Paul 
used to characterize the yielding of 
ourselves to God: “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service” (Romans 12:1). In the Law of 
Moses, animals that were sacrificed to God 
had to be slain. It was not possible for the 
worshiper to retain the living animal for 
himself and still give a part of it to the Lord. 
The very life of the animal itself had to be 
given. Corresponding to those sacrifices, 

Unconditional Surrender  
Gary Henry 

 

 



  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

FAMILY TALK 
 

Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  Willie Margaret Mobley, Bob 
Buls, Bonnie Allgor, Maxine Burnham, 
and Francine Davis.  Cards, calls and 
visits are ALWAYS needed and 
appreciated. 
 

It saddens us to report that Mary Alice 
Turner passed from this life on 
Thursday.  She was an integral part of 
Franklin Drive for many years and will 
be greatly missed.  Please keep her 
family in your prayers.  Visitation will be 
today from 4-6 PM and the services will 
be Monday at 10 AM at Texarkana 
Funeral Home by the Fairgrounds 
 

We rejoice with the angels in heaven 
that Kingsley (Peanut) Cummings was 
baptized into Jesus Christ on Thursday 
afternoon. 

We Must Try to Grow 
Gary Henry 

 
“Then He said to the man, ‘Stretch out your 
hand.’ And he stretched it out, and it was 
restored as whole as the other” (Matthew 
12:13). 

IT IS TRUE SPIRITUALLY, AS WELL AS 
PHYSICALLY, THAT SIGNIFICANT GROWTH 
REQUIRES THE EXERTION OF EFFORT. It is 
inconsistent to say that we want to grow but do 
nothing about it. Passivity only breeds 
weakness and leads to stagnation. 

Dallas Willard, in his provocative The Spirit 
of the Disciplines, quotes William Law’s 
statement that “God has made no promises of 
mercy to the slothful and negligent. His mercy is 
only offered to our frail and imperfect, but best 
endeavours, to practise all manner of 
righteousness” and also Henry Thoreau’s wry 
observation that “men will lie on their backs, 
talking about the fall of man, and never make an 
effort to get up.” A life that grows toward God is 
an active enterprise, not merely a passive status 
to be enjoyed. To be a Christian, one must “walk 
in Him” (Colossians 2:6). 

Those who move forward are those who 
reach forward “to those things which are 
ahead” (Philippians 3:13). Paul urged Timothy, 
“Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely 
to them, that your progress may be evident to 
all” (1 Timothy 4:15). The gospel, the glad 
tidings of our salvation, must not simply be 
heard and appreciated; it must be responded to. 
Not only at first, but forever afterward, the 
gospel must be “obeyed” (Romans 1:5; 
Galatians 3:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Peter 4:17; 
etc.). 

It is a pity that so many individuals have 
come to think of religion and spirituality as the 

mere giving of mental assent to correct 
doctrine, as if life in God had to do only with 
the thinking of the mind and nothing to do 
with the activity of the body. But the flesh is 
not inherently evil, and the enjoyment of 
grace by faith does not preclude the 
requirement of bodily obedience. Our bodies, 
in fact, can be a valuable ally in our spiritual 
growth. Trained by the effort involved in 
spiritual disciplines and godly habits, our 
bodies can aid and support us in our seeking 
of God. In Jesus’ own life, we see an obvious 
link between His inward strength and the 
habits of His outward activity. If He had to 
exert effort, should we expect to grow strong 
by merely passive means? Bodily, as well as 
mentally, we must seek God with diligence. 

“The lazy man does not, will not, cannot 
pray, for prayer demands energy” (Edward 
McKendree Bounds). 

Gary Henry – WordPoints.com 
 

Drifting Away from the Truth 
James Hahn 

 

The Hebrew write declared, "Therefore we 
ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
things that were heard, lest haply we drift 
away from them" (ASV — Hebrews 2:1). It is 
interesting to note that the writer speaks of 
"drifting" away. The idea of drifting suggests 
a gradual departure over time. Apostasy 
usually starts with what many see as a "little" 
thing that really doesn't seem to be any "big 
deal." Then another step is taken, and 
another, until one's position doesn't even 
resemble where he originally started. 

Not only have those who do this departed 
from the truth, but they are ready to oppose 

teachers of truth who seek their return to 
truth. When Amos was sent to speak 
against the idolatry of Israel Amaziah, a 
priest of Bethel and friend of king 
Jeroboam, told Amos, "But prophesy not 
again any more at Bethel: for it is the king's 
chapel, and it is the king's court." (Amos 
7:13). Rather than heed the truth spoken 
by Amos he attacked Amos. Such happens 
today and reminds me of a quote by 
George Orwell. He said, "The further a 
society drifts from truth the more it will 
hate those who speak it."    

 
A Two Ingredient Recipe 

 

In Luke 18, Jesus explains His parable of 
the sower.  The seed is the Word of God, 
His power unto salvation.  The other 
ingredient in this recipe is a human heart.  
Jesus illustrates that hearts differ.  Some 
are resistant, some are shallow and others 
are good.  

The seed is constant, always good and 
fertile.  It is God's contribution to the 
recipe.  

The heart is what we supply.  
The success or failure of the recipe does 

not vary with God's seed.  When it is 
supplied, the outcome will be success or 
failure based only on the condition of the 
heart.  

A good heart and the good seed will 
produce a good harvest.  

 
Do you have a good and honest 

heart? 
  

Cont. from page 1 

 the Lord’s “commandments are not 
burdensome” (1 John 5:3). 

“The Christian way is different: 
harder, and easier. Christ says, ‘Give me 
all. I don’t want so much of your time and 
so much of your money and so much of 
your work: I want You. I have not come 
to torment your natural self, but to kill it. 
No half-measures are any good'” (C. S. 
Lewis). 

Gary Henry – WordPoints.com 
 
 


