
 

  

 

SUNDAY MORNING 
 

Announcements 
Jon Barry 

 
Song Leader 
Daniel Allgor 

 
Lord’s Supper 

Mark Davis  Cory Easley 
Pete Rowland  Bill Rinehart 

 
Prayers 

Rodney Ellis  Bryan Garlock 
 

SUNDAY EVENING 
 

Announcements 
Jon Barry 

 
Song Leader 
Jack Calvert 

 
Lord’s Supper 

Mark Davis  Cory Easley 
 

Prayers 
Bill Brittenham W.H. McFerrin 

  
WEDNESDAY 

 
Announcements 

Gerald Eaton 
 

Song Leader 
Daniel Allgor 

 
Prayers 

Melvin Potts  Sonny Monaghan 
 

Invitation 
Meeting 
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GOD’S PLAN FOR SALVATION 

 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

          33; Acts 8:35-30 

Be Baptized in His name …..…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 

SUNDAY MORNING 

SUNDAY EVENING 

WEDNESDAY 

ABOUT US 
 

Elders 

Jack Calvert  Rodney Ellis 

 

Deacons 

Jon Barry       Bill Brittenham 

Mike Davis           Dave Massey 

 

Evangelist 

Bryan Garlock 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

Bible Study …………….9:30 A.M. 

Worship …………...….10:15 A.M. 

Worship …………..…….6:00 P.M. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study …………….7:00 P.M. 

ABOUT US 

SERVICE TIMES 

WWW.TXKCHURCH.COM 

Truth for Today 
Bubba Garner 

 

      Paul was an instrument of 
God chosen for a special 
purpose.  Jesus Himself told 
Ananias that Paul would bear 
His name before Gentiles, 
kings, and the sons of Israel 
(Acts 9:15).  And he did.  In 
Acts 24, this apostle stood 
before the wicked ruler Felix 
and preached to him about 
“righteousness, self-control, 
and the judgment to come” 
(24:25). 
            Some sermons in the 
Bible are recorded in great 
detail, such as Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount or Peter’s 
sermon on the day of 
Pentecost.  Others are given in 
summary: Philip “preached 
Jesus” to the eunuch (Acts 
8:35).  In this way, only the 
bullet points of Paul’s sermon 
to Felix are revealed. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%209.15
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%208.35
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%208.35


  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

FAMILY TALK 
 

Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  L. G. Clemmons, Willie 
Margaret Mobley, Bob Buls, Bonnie 
Allgor, Max Thomas, Maxine 
Burnham and Mary Alice Turner.  
Cards, calls and visits are ALWAYS 
needed and appreciated. 
 
Remember to keep Joey Avance in your 
prayers as he continues to struggle with 
his ongoing health problems. 
 

“Gospel Meetings used to be: 2 weeks 
long; more productive; better attended; 
etc.”  “ … forgetting the things which are 
behind, and stretching forward to the 
things which are before.”  Phil. 3:13   
 

Yes, things have changed.  Yes, we might 
want some things to be more like they 
used to be.  But things have changed.  
They aren’t like they used to be.  So, are 
we going to moan and groan and 
complain about things we can’t change, 
or are we going to “stretch forward” and 
do what we can now? 
 

Gospel Meeting still have value.  They 
may not be as long or bring in as many 
in attendance. 

But I can be at every service.  I can 
invite people – even if they choose not to 

attend.  I can be enthusiastic.  I can 

edify the preacher and my brethren.  I 
can learn. 
 

 

            Why would Paul choose these three 
subjects: righteousness, self-control, and the 
judgment to come? As brother Bowman would 
say, because these “met the needs of the 
people.” According to Psalm 119:89, “Forever, 
O Lord, Thy word is settled in the 
heavens.”  Since God does not change, His word 
does not change.  What He has spoken is just as 
needed today as it was when He first said 
it.  And the sermon Paul preached on this 
occasion could easily be entitled “Truth for 
Today.” 
 
            ‘Righteousness’ speaks to absolute 
truth.  As a governor, Felix was used to 
defining the law.  Men in his position were not 
there to enforce the law or keep the law but 
keep the peace.  He knew Paul was innocent of 
the charges but kept him in prison “wishing to 
do the Jews a favor” (24:27).  That sounds a lot 
like one of his predecessors, Pontius 
Pilate.  When Jesus said to him, “I have come 
into the world to bear witness to the truth,” he 
responded, “What is truth” (John 19:38)?  To 
many people, righteousness is whatever you 
want it to be. 
            The word of God is what defines what is 
righteous.  The reason Paul was not ashamed 
of the gospel was because it is the power of 
God to salvation.  “For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith to faith” (Rom. 
1:17).  This righteousness is later spoken of by 
Paul as one that comes from God on the basis 
of faith (3:22, 9:30; Phil. 3:21).  How does faith 
come? By hearing the word of God” (Rom. 
10:17).  Righteousness is not what I think is 
right or what I feel is right.  God alone is 
right.  And He alone can determine the way of 
righteousness. 

 
            ‘Self-control’ speaks to moral 
responsibility.  This was an especially bold 
point when you consider Paul’s 
audience.  According to history, Felix was an 
immoral, corrupt, and covetous ruler.  In fact, 
one of the reasons he kept Paul around was 
because “he was hoping that money would be 
given him by Paul” (24:26), a bribe for his 
release (cf. 24:17).  Drusilla was his third 
wife, the daughter of Herod Agrippa.  This 
man needed to hear about restraint. 
            The world says, “I can’t help myself;” 
self-control says, “you must!”  “Self-control” 
is listed as a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:23).  It 
is in stark contrast to the deeds of the flesh 
which are immorality, outbursts of anger and 
drunkenness.  “Self-control” is also one of the 
attributes that must be added to our faith (2 
Peter 1:6).   People try to excuse their 
behavior because of their environment, 
upbringing, spouse, or line of work.  But that 
does not excuse responsibility.  God expects 
us to exercise “self-control in all things” (1 
Cor. 9:25). 
 
            ‘The judgement to come’ speaks to 
personal accountability.  “Felix became 
frightened” (24:25).   Why else would he be 
afraid unless he understood that he was 
accountable to a higher court than 
Caesar?  Felix and Drusilla sent for Paul 
perhaps out of curiosity.  Since Drusilla was a 
Jewess, they may have just wanted some 
information about her heritage.  But Paul’s 
preaching found the mark and evoked the 
fear of the Lord. 
            Fear caused Felix to say, “Go away for 
the present” (24:25).  He had the exact 
opposite reaction as the Philippian jailer 

who, after Paul and Silas spoke the 
word of the Lord to him, was baptized 
“that very hour of the night” (Acts 
16:33).  Many are moved to fear by the 
words of the gospel.  But since the 
judgment is “to come,” obedience can 
wait for some more convenient 
day.  Sadly, that time never comes. 
            In the end, “Felix left Paul 
imprisoned” (24:27). After being 
succeeded by Festus, he was later 
brought before Caesar on charges of 
corruption. He died in exile. A tragic end 
when you think how close he came to 
obeying the gospel. What will be your 
response to truth?  Today? 
 

Psalm 18:30  This God—his way is 
perfect; the word of the LORD proves 
true; he is a shield for all those who take 
refuge in him.  

 

Proverbs 10:29  The way of the LORD 
is a stronghold to the blameless, but 
destruction to evildoers.  

Psalm 119:1  Blessed are those whose 
way is blameless, who walk in the law of 
the LORD!  
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