
 

  

“See what kind of love the Father has 
given to us, that we should be called 
children of God…” The words of John the 
apostle ought to cause us to pause and 
marvel. How wonderful it is that though we 
were once sinners, we are now a part of 
God’s family, adopted children in a loving 
home. 

Paul wrote, “For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did 
not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him” (Rom. 8.14-17, ESV). 

Paul taught that we are sons (children) of 
God when we are led by the Spirit and when 
the Spirit bears witness with our spirit. This 
helps us to understand how we can know if 
we are children of God. 

To be led by the spirit (8.14) is to be led 
by God’s word. It is the law of the Spirit (the 
gospel) that set us free from sin by our faith 
and obedience (Rom. 8.2; cf. John 8.32; 
Rom. 5.1; 6.3-23, note verse 18). When we 
have been set free from sin, we are to put 
off minding the things of the flesh and 
devote our minds to spiritual things (8.5-8) 
and enjoy the blessings of fellowship with 
the Father (when His Spirit dwells in us, 
that is, “Christ in you”) (Rom. 8.9-11). 

When Paul spoke about being led by the 
Spirit in Galatians 5, the same thought is 
present: “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
For the desires of the flesh are against the 
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to 
each other, to keep you from doing the 
things you want to do. But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now 
the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of 
anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 
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GOD’S PLAN FOR SALVATION 

 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-

          33; Acts 8:35-30 

Be Baptized in His name …..…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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FAMILY TALK 
 

Continue to remember and check on our 
shut-ins:  L. G. Clemmons, Willie 
Margaret Mobley, Bob Buls, Bonnie 
Allgor, Max Thomas, Maxine 
Burnham and Mary Alice Turner.  
Cards, calls and visits are ALWAYS 
needed and appreciated. 
 
L.G. Clemmons is in St. Michael 
Hospital, Room 628N with an upper 
respiratory infection. 
 
Please keep Joey Avance in your 
prayers as he continues to struggle with 
his ongoing health problems. 
 
Mary Alice Turner will begin treatment 
soon. 
 
Please remember David Massey’s 
brother, Dillon, is undergoing treatment 
for his cancer. 
 
Bonnie Chancellor will be having some 
serious surgery soon.  Please remember 
her in your prayers. 
 
Donna Mobley’s is scheduled for 
cataract surgery on the 29th. 
 
Sue McJunkins has returned home. 
 
 

Remember our GOSPEL MEETING 
with Bubba Garner from Pasadena, TX, 
Sept. 10-13.  Pray for the meeting.  Plan 
to attend every service.  Invite people. 

 

envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 
these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that 
those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit” 
(Gal. 5.16-25, ESV). 

Therefore, when we are led by the Spirit 
(obedient to His word), we are sons and 
daughters of God. John said it best: “And by 
this we know that we have come to know him, 
if we keep his commandments. Whoever says ‘I 
know him’ but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly 
the love of God is perfected. By this we may 
know that we are in him: whoever says he 
abides in him ought to walk in the same way in 
which he walked” (1 John 2.3-6). 

Next, we can know that we are children of 
God if the Spirit bears witness with our spirit. 
Paul’s point is simple: The Holy Spirit has 
revealed God’s plan for our salvation. When we 
obey His revelation, He bears witness that we 
are in keeping with the “law of the Spirit” (the 
gospel). Therefore, when the spirit says, 
“…Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins…” (Acts 2.38) or “God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth” (John 4.24) or “…Be faithful unto 
death…” (Rev. 2.10) and we obey those words, 
He testifies of our obedience! Contextually, 
when we are led by the Spirit and when we 
mind the things of the Spirit instead of the 

flesh and “suffer with him” (Rom. 8.17, 
meaning that we endure any suffering that 
may be accompanied with being a Christian), 
the Spirit is bearing witness of our 
faithfulness, and we can know that we are 
children of God (see 1 John 3.10). 

Finally, if one obeys any teachings that are 
not inspired by the Spirit, He will not have 
the Spirit testify of him. For example, where 
is the “sinner’s prayer” in God’s plan of 
salvation? Since the Spirit did not reveal it, 
the Spirit cannot be a witness of the one who 
accepts this method of salvation. This is a 
crucial point! Any teaching (doctrine) not 
expressed by the Spirit cannot be verified by 
the Spirit. The question is, then, what 
teaching bears witness about you? The 
teachings of men or of heaven?  

This also eliminates the concept where 
one “feels” he is saved though he has not 
truly obeyed God’s word. His feelings are 
subjective and cannot be affirmed by the 
Spirit. Additionally, can one honestly say that 
the Spirit bears witness with his spirit when 
he is not keeping the commandments of God? 
The question is, then, does the Spirit bear 
witness about your life? If when one reads 
God’s word and honestly says to himself, “I 
have not obeyed this teaching”, then neither 
has the Spirit bore witness about that person. 
Only when our lives are compared to God’s 
word and found to be in harmony can we 
have the confidence of birthright (see 1 John 
5.10, 13). 

God has unequivocally expressed His 
desire for children and how one might enter 
this wonderful relationship with Him. Let the 
Spirit bear witness about you today by 
obeying His word. Paul wrote, “…for in Christ 
Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 

For as many of you as were baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 
3.26-27). Have you, in faith, obeyed the 
teachings of the Spirit? 

Unfortunately, there are many who 
will never experience the comfort that 
comes from knowing the Father as one 
of His children. Let us all pray that they 
will come to their senses before it is 
eternally too late and seek after their 
Creator. BG 

 
When you’ve finished reading the 

Bulletin, instead of trashing it or using it 
to line the bottom of your birdcage, pass 
it on – to a neighbor, family member, a 

friend.  The article still has the same 
teaching from the Bible.  It still has 

value to teach and encourage. 
PASS IT ON! 

 
✓ Psalm 66:2  Sing forth the glory of 

his name: Make his praise glorious.  
 
✓ Psalm 72:19  And blessed be his 

glorious name for ever; And let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen, and Amen.  
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