
 

  

“A certain man gave a great supper and 

invited many, and sent his servant at supper 

time to say to those who were invited, 

‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But 

they all with one accord began to make 

excuses” (Luke 14:16-18). 

   WE ARE NEVER MORE FOOLISH 

THAN WHEN WE SAY NO TO GOD. 

We act as if God were trying to force us 

into an unnatural, undesirable way of life, 

when in reality He is inviting us to 

experience something very good. He is 

not trying to hurt us but rather to help us. 

When we say no to Him, we are refusing 

to accept the love that He longs to give 

us. In fact, that is what sin always is: a 

foolish unwillingness to let ourselves be 

loved by our God. 

   We would not ever turn down what 

God has for us, of course, if we were not 

deceived. When we choose to do 

something other than God’s will, we’ve 

been led to believe that we’re acting in 

our best interests. But we should not be 

under any delusion as to where that lie 

comes from. To the Corinthians, Paul 

wrote, “I fear, lest somehow, as the 

serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so 

your minds may be corrupted from the 

simplicity that is in Christ” (2 

Corinthians 11:3). Our adversary, the 

devil, has had long experience in making 

absurd foolishness seem like great 

wisdom. 

   But we should not let ourselves be 

fooled so easily. The biblical injunction 

“Do not be deceived” (Galatians 6:7) is a 

command. It implies that we can make 

the choice to keep our eyes open, and that 
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THE PLAN OF SALVATION 

 

Hear the word of truth …... Romans 10:13-17 

Believe the truth..... Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24 

Repent from all sins …. Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 

Confess the name of Christ ... Matthew10:32-
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Be Baptized in His name …..…. Mark 16:16;  

               1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:12 

Walk in newness of life and be faithful unto 

death ………  Romans 6:1-4; Revelation 2:10 
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FAMILY TALK 
 

L.G. Clemmons and Max Thomas are 

both recovering from extensive illnesses 

and recent surgeries.  Please remember 

them and their families in your prayers 

this week. 

 

Mary Jamison fell a couple weeks ago 

and has since discovered that she has two 

broken ribs.  Please keep her in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

 

Sonny Monaghan continues to feel poorly 

as he wrestles with a bug that won’t seem 

to leave. Continue to pray for him. 

 

Beth Ellen Rowland has also been unable 

to be with us the last couple of weeks due 

to illness.  Let’s remember her in our 

prayers. 

 

The Boswells will be leaving this Friday 

for Indiana.  Rick is holding two gospel 

meetings that will encompass March 6th 

through March 13th.  They hope to return 

Monday the 14th. 

 

During Rick’s absence, Andy Harrison 

will be preaching both sermons on the 6th 

while Mark Thomas and Bill Brittenham 

will be preaching Sunday the 13th a.m. 

and p.m. respectively. 

 

Get It In The Bulletin: 

If you have any news concerning our 

church family, please notify Rick so it 

can inserted into the weekly bulletin. 

is what we should always insist on doing. 

We know far too much about God to 

believe that He would invite us to anything 

other than the greatest of banquets, and 

when Satan suggests otherwise, we should 

have enough sense to simply say, “Shut 

up!” 

   God is inviting us to enjoy everything 

that is truly good about life. Jesus said, “I 

have come that they may have life, and 

that they may have it more abundantly” 

(John 10:10). What we should understand 

is not only that God offers us life but that 

He puts His offer in the form of an 

invitation. “The Spirit and the bride say, 

‘Come!’ . . . Whoever desires, let him take 

the water of life freely” (Revelation 

22:17). Who in his right mind would turn 

this down? When we make excuses, aren’t 

we making a tragic mistake? 

  “Who would prefer to be poor? Who would 

choose to be sick? What hungry person could 

possibly walk away from a banquet table? O 

Lord, help me to respond warmly to your 

gracious invitation” (Bernard Bangley). 

 

The Dawn Is Breaking 

Gary Henry 

“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is 

high time to awake out of sleep; for now our 

salvation is nearer than when we first 

believed. The night is far spent, the day is at 

hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of 

darkness, and let us put on the armor of 

light” (Romans 13:11,12). 

THE HUMAN RACE SUFFERED 

THROUGH THE HORRIBLE 

ENVIRONMENT CREATED BY SIN 

IN THE WORLD FOR A LONG, LONG 

TIME BEFORE THE SAVIOR 

APPEARED, BUT NOW THAT HE 

HAS COME, THE DARKNESS HAS 

BEGUN TO DISAPPEAR. The dawn is 

breaking. 

   The word “kingdom” is used in more 

than one way in the New Testament. 

Sometimes it refers to the reign of God 

that began on Pentecost shortly after 

Jesus went back to heaven. The Book of 

Acts describes the inauguration and 

spread of that kingdom. It is a present 

reality, and it is the fulfillment of many 

prophecies made long before, such as the 

one recorded in Daniel 2:39-44. 

   But “kingdom” can also refer to a reign 

of God that is still future, one for which 

we are taught to hope. For example, when 

Paul was faced with possible martyrdom, 

he expressed confidence that even if he 

had to die, God would still be with him. 

There would be a “kingdom” that no 

human court of law could keep him out 

of. “The Lord will deliver me from every 

evil work,” he said, “and preserve me for 

His heavenly kingdom” (2 Timothy 

4:18). 

   So what are we to make of this? 

Does the “kingdom of God” exist 

right now or must we wait until we 

get to heaven to experience it? Both 

answers are correct, depending on 

how the word “kingdom” is being 

used. The last of God’s enemies 

will not be subjugated until the end 

of the world (1 Corinthians 15:24-

26), and so in that sense, the 

fullness of God’s kingdom is not 

yet a reality. But on Pentecost, the 

rightful King began to reign. And 

that means the darkness is no longer 

in total control. The dawn is 

breaking. 

   So the world is still in darkness, 

but the power of the darkness has 

been broken. Its days are numbered. 

The church still sojourns in a hard, 

painful place, but with every day 

that passes, the saints are nearer 

home. And personally? I still hurt. I 

still weep. My heart aches with an 

emptiness that nearly kills me. But 

this I know: the rightful King is 

reigning, and one day every bit of 

this darkness will be sent back to 

the hell from whence it came. Dark 

night once had me in its grip, but it 

has me no more. The dawn is 

breaking. 

 

“Christ has turned all our sunsets 

into dawns” (Clement of 
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